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David J. Allen,
International 
President

In a few weeks, 
Acacia will con-
vene the 54th 
Conclave since 

its founding in 1904. This Conclave 
marks the first of our second century 
and appropriately has been entitled 
Gateway To Greatness.

Two years ago we not only commemo-
rated the centennial of our founding, 
we took the first step toward the devel-
opment of the essential steps to streng-
then Acacia to face the challenges 
of the 21st Century. The unanimous 
adoption of the Strategic Plan by the 
Conclave provided benchmarks for 
planning by our colonies and chapters. 
The intervening two years have seen 
many of our chapters step up to the 
challenge and begin the planning pro-
cess by identifying priorities within the 
goals adopted. The results of this initial 
effort will be a part of the assessment 
of our progress as a fraternity and help 
to focus us on the next two years. The 
collective judgment of our chapters 
— as each weighs its own strengths 
and weaknesses as identified by the 
plan criteria — will provide an open 
and honest exchange of views among 
all our chapters.

The evaluation of the chapter plans 
provides Acacia with the collective 
judgment of individual chapter pro-
gress. The next step in the growth of 
Acacia begins at the 2006 Conclave, 
with the identification of the ways to 
strengthen each of us as individuals 
who have the privilege of member-
ship. This Conclave will devote a great 
deal of time to looking at the ways in 
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Illinois Chapter Turns 100
Acacia’s sixth chapter plans an historic 
celebration to mark a century of success 
and continous existence.
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Entering Our Gateway To Greatness
which an Acacian can become a much 
stronger brother and have a better un-
derstanding of our complex and inter-
dependent world. A yet-to-be-named 
and announced brotherhood educa-
tion program and its concepts will be 
brought forward and discussed in the 
Conclave business sessions.

It is our common bond of brotherhood 
that brings to each of us the opportu-
nity to be an integral part of Acacia’s 
future. Our future brotherhood educa-
tion program provides the mechanism 
to strengthen that bond between 
alumni and actives. Each of us, upon 
the taking of our membership obliga-
tion, undertook a lifelong journey. Our 
mutual support and understanding of 
the ideals of Acacia and their applica-
tion to contemporary society is vital 
to our future. We are as one, whether 
our roll number is low or the last entry 
in the roll book of our respective chap-
ter. We are Acacians and proud of it!

Since the last Conclave, three charter-
ings have taken place: Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University, the Univer-
sity of Missouri at Columbia, and The 
University of Texas at Austin. Each of 
these events marked another mile-
stone in our progress. We were the 
first fraternity on the Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University campus, 
and we returned to the University of 
Missouri and The University of Texas 
at Austin after a period of absence.

The enthusiasm shown by the actives 
and alumni on these campuses pro-
vided a spark to ignite even the most 
moribund Acacian. The sense of pride 
and dedication of all attending the 
banquets and the words spoken by 
the chapter members resonated with 
a spirit of achievement and purpose 

to excel. Additionally, the colonies at 
Syracuse, Western Ontario and the 
University of Southern California con-
tinue their progress toward charter-
ing. Yes, my brothers, Acacia is on the 
move. If we are to continue our upward 
climb, all of us need to renew our in-
volvement with Acacia. Our strength 
lies in the belief that we will achieve. 
We achieve through a united effort. 
The road has not always been easy — 
nor will it always be in the days ahead. 
The goal requires our steadfast dedica-
tion to one another and to Acacia. We 
need to dare to achieve and never 
become discouraged.

President Theodore Roosevelt said it 
best when, in a letter to a friend, he 
commented:

“Far better it is to dare mighty things, 
to win glorious triumphs, even though 
checkered by failure, than to take rank 
with those poor spirits who neither 
enjoy much nor suffer much, because 
they live in the gray twilight that knows 
not victory nor defeat.”

Let us move forward in the spirit ex-
pressed by Roosevelt. Conclave ’06
in St. Louis provides all of us with the 
opportunity to renew our dedication 
to Acacia. Make plans to join your 
brothers; to update yourself on what 
we have been striving to achieve; to 
renew your involvement; and to re-
kindle the spirit that enraptured you 
when you first took your membership 
obligation. Challenges await you and 
opportunities abound!

On behalf of our Fraternity, I extend a 
special welcome to Conclave ’06, and 
hope to have the opportunity to per-
sonally visit with you and share stories 
of our journeys as brother Acacians.
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There’s nothing obvious about Gary 
Patterson’s background that would 
suggest he could be one of the nation’s 
hottest college football coaches. There’s 
nothing that stands out on a life resume 
that starts with growing up in a small 
Kansas town, playing Juco ball on an 
academic scholarship, walking on and 
playing special teams for a perennial 
college football loser, coaching at places 
most college football fans have never 
even heard of and working his way up 
the coaching ladder one small step at 
a time.

Then one day, fans, media and other 
college football observers look up, and 
here is Patterson on national television, 
running, jumping, yelling, grinding, 
working, as his Texas Christian Uni-
versity Horned Frogs win yet another 
game, contend for conference cham-
pionships and threaten to crash the 
Bowl Championship Series party hosted 
by the big dogs of college football, and 
wonder, “Where did this guy come 
from? How did he get here? What’s the 
deal with this guy?” 

Here’s the deal: Patterson comes fully 
equipped with vibrant intensity, valu-

able professional experience, a strong 
work ethic, a genuine desire to raise his 
players the right way plus an affinity for 
playing the guitar and writing music, 
like a rugged pick-up truck with a tow 
winch, four-wheel drive, a loaded tool 
box and a decent stereo system.

He does not, however, come with his 
own silver spoon. He was raised with-
out one. Never bothered to get one. 
Didn’t need it. Still doesn’t. It would 
only get in the way. That didn’t keep 
TCU from elevating Patterson from 
defensive coordinator and giving him 
his first head coaching job in Decem-
ber, 2000.

“You can get a job because of who are 
you or you can get a job because of 
what you do,” Patterson says. “I got a 
chance to be a head coach here be-
cause of what I’ve done. Now, there are 
a lot of coaches out there who deserve 
to be head coaches, but it’s always a 
matter of timing and opportunity. I 
gained a lot of valuable experiences at 
all those stops along the way, like doing 
academics and financial aid and set-
ting up travel wearing all those hats in 
Division II.

“You learn administrative skills, you 
have to be an Xs and Os coach, you 
have to be a recruiter, you have to be 
a good coach on the field and you’ve 
got to be able to raise money. Those 
are the five basic things you have to do 
to be a good head coach, and I think 
because of all the different places I’ve 
been, except for working hard and be-
ing on the field, I probably wasn’t good 
at any of the others. Most of us aren’t. 
All those experiences gave me a better 
understanding of all the things that 
go on.”

Since TCU gave him the opportunity 
to follow the success of former head 
coach Dennis Franchione, Patterson 
has rewarded TCU’s faith by going 
43-18 and earning four consecutive 
bowls in four years. In addition, foot-
ball attendance and student enroll-
ment are up, and the school’s national 
profile is rising. In 2005, Patterson led 
the Frogs to the Mountain West Con-

ference championship in their first 
season of league play. It was also TCU’s 
first outright conference champion-
ship since 1958. The Frogs posted an 
11-1 record for just the fourth 11-win 
season in school history and the second 
in three years. TCU also recorded its 
first undefeated league mark (8-0) dat-
ing back to 1938. Patterson, named 
the 2005 Mountain West Conference 
Coach of the Year, has received a new 
contract extension that will take him 
through the 2008 season.

“It’s been so delightful to watch him 
grow and blossom as a head football 
coach, and I think he’s done a won-
derful job,” TCU athletic director Eric 
Hyman told the Fort Worth Star-Tele-
gram. “Success is measured in wins 
and losses, that’s the bottom line. That’s 
how a lot of people measure it.”

Patterson would like to think it can be 
measured in other ways as well, includ-
ing rising attendance, increased inter-
est in the program and improving grad-
uation rates. TCU was one of 32 insti-
tutions in Division I-A that graduated 
more than 75 percent of its players 
since the ’97-’98 academic year. While 
it’s true Patterson inherited a winning 
program from Franchione, it’s also true 
that Patterson and his coaches, with 
the support of the administration, have 
done their part to build an even strong-
er foundation that can withstand the 
loss of star players to graduation and 
injuries and continue to win at a high 
level, including 42 wins in five seasons 
at TCU.

As Patterson said in an interview with 
TCU’s school paper, The Daily Skiff, “ I 
played at Kansas State; if you would 
have told me 18 or 19 years ago that 
the Wildcats would be going to the 
Cotton Bowl every year and beating 
Tennessee, I would have wondered 
what you had been smoking. I sense 
that we have more potential here. We 
are sitting right in the middle of one of 
the greatest football states of all time.

“And that’s where my job comes in. 
I’m not a flash person. I’m not the guy 
who walks in the room and people say, 
‘Wow, he’s the guy that ought to be 
running this or that.’ “My job is to keep 
people interested in TCU football, to 
win football games and to give people 
the dreams they have for the University.”

Patterson has made a lifelong habit of 
looking beyond the surface to see the 
special hidden quality in a player, a 
job or a situation. That started during 
his childhood in the south central 
Kansas town of Rozell, located west 
of Great Bend and south of Hays. 
Patterson’s father Keith leveled farm-
land for irrigation, and his mother Gail 
was a nurse. Together, they raised four 
children into a close-knit family and 
taught them how to work. A normal 
summer schedule meant rising early, 
working most of the day, taking a nap 
and then working until the sun went 
down. For entertainment, Patterson 
could go swimming in the Arkansas 
River or go see a movie, which was a 
45 minute drive at a single-screen 
theatre in the next town. Or, he could 
play ball.

Today, Rozell holds only 187 people 
and Patterson’s old school, Pawnee 
Heights High, plays Division II eight-
man football. Back when Patterson 
attended Pawnee Heights, the school 
played 11-man football, the town was 
a little bigger and sports kept a kid 
busy and out of trouble.

“You played sports instead of driving 
a tractor, or whatever else you had to 
do,” Patterson says. “Plus, that’s where 
all the girls were — at football and 
basketball games and track meets.”

Patterson also worked hard enough in 
school to earn an academic scholar-
ship at Dodge County Community 
College, where he redshirted one year 
following a knee injury and played in 
the secondary as a redshirt freshman. 
He then transferred to Kansas State 

as a walk-on with another academic 
scholarship and spent two years play-
ing special teams for the Wildcats.

Patterson’s uncle Harold had been a 
star at the University of Kansas and 
went on to become a Hall of Fame 
player in the Canadian Football League. 
Another uncle, Ray, played at Wichita 
State with Bill Parcells. Patterson, how-
ever, had been fortunate to play on 
special teams in his two seasons at 
K-State and decided at that point to 
move on with his life and spent the 
1982 season as a graduate assistant 
for the Wildcats, witnessing some-
thing that had never happened in 
K-State history.

Long before coach Bill Snyder orches-
trated the most stunning turnaround 
in college football at Kansas State, the 
program was one of Division I-A’s all-
time biggest losers. Coach Jim Dickey, 
desperate to build something posi-
tive, redshirted 12 seniors in 1981 
and brought them back in 1982 for 
a 6-5-1 season and the school’s first-
ever bowl bid.

playbook
for Success

As head coach of the TCU Horned Frogs, Gary 

Patterson, Kansas State ’80, exemplifies Acacia 

at its best — hard working, tenacious, commit-

ted, responsible and unwavering in his belief 

that giving back to the community is just the 

right thing to do. He’s also one heckuva coach.
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The Acacia Years

“I joined Acacia because of my friend, Jeff. We were from the same hometown 
and he talked me into it. I didn’t even look at other fraternities.

“I was from a small, country town. Being an Acacian took off a lot of my rough 
edges and kept me busy — especially between that and playing football. Acacia 
gave me a lot of good friendships that I have to this day. I’m still in touch with 
fraternity brothers like Leon Scheffler, Brent Bayer, Jeff Blattner and Greg Patter-
son. Guys who are here in Texas and back in Kansas as well.

“I have a lot of fond memories of my Acacia days. I remember our formal dinners 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays where we’d all sit down together and share a 
meal. And our sing-a-longs. We had 150-200 guys in the chapter back then and 
we’d have these great sing-a-longs. I’ve always been a musician, so that really 
stands out in my mind — especially serenading the sororities!”

The Gary Patterson Foundation

Based on the belief that giving back to the community is one of his fundamental 
responsibilities, Gary Patterson has always embraced opportunities that serve 
to enrich the lives of others. Since coming to Fort Worth in 1998, Coach Patter-
son has lent his name and efforts to many local and national charities, as well 
as encouraged his players to become more involved themselves.

Coach Patterson and his wife, Kelsey, recently established The Gary Patterson 
Foundation so that they may continue to serve the local community. In addi-
tion to the charitable activities the Patterson’s are committed to within the 
community, they are donors to the new School of Education Complex at TCU.

“We’ve had the foundation now for two or three years. My wife, Kelsey (who was 
a marketing major), is a driving force behind it. Our focus is on kids. When you 
work with kids for a living, like I do, its hard not to get involved in their lives and 
want to help. We have players who come from one- or no-parent families. That’s 
tough. We want to give back to the community and to those families who don’t 
have the same opportunities that other folks do.

“Fort Worth is a very special place. It’s a very give back kind of community. My 
wife and I are involved in a lot of local organizations that benefit everything 
from the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation to Alliance For Children 
(which protects and helps abused kids) to local schools for autistic children.”

For more information on The Gary Patterson Foundation please visit:

www.PattersonFoundation.org

“I was probably too young to appreci-
ate the significance of it,” Patterson says. 
“Now, if you look back at it you know 
how big it was. But I don’t even know 
if they kept the trophy there, because 
of everything they’ve done under 
coach Snyder. I’ve really been happy 
to see how much success they’ve 
earned. Kansas might not be a great 
place to stop, unless you’re in Kansas 
City, but it’s a great place to live and 
the people there are unbelievable.”

After one year as a graduate assistant, 
Patterson followed K-State assistant 
Gary Darnell (now the Texas A&M de-
fensive coordinator) to Tennessee Tech.

“I just felt like coaching was my 
niche,” Patterson says. “I was a guy 
who made some all-state teams in a 
smaller classification in high school 
and starting out from where I did, 
I just figured I’d be a high school 
coach and teacher. Then Coach 
Darnell gave me an opportunity. I’m 
just one of those guys who’s never 
been a quitter and I’m probably one 
of those guys who has outlasted my 
competition and been fortunate to 
have people give me an opportunity. 
They were people like Fran, who 
gave me the chance to be a coordi-
nator at the Division I level, and 
Charlie Weatherbie, who took me 
with him to Navy when I was with 
him at Utah State.”

After two years coaching linebackers 
at Tennessee Tech Patterson made a 
decisive move to the West Coast by 
taking the linebacker job at California-
Davis, a historically successful Division 
II that has produced former head 
coaches Jim Sochor and Bob Foster, 
current head coach Bob Biggs and 
former assistants such as Oregon 
head coach Mike Bellotti, University 
of Colorado head coach Dan Hawkins, 
Oregon defensive coordinator Nick 
Aliotti, Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarter-
backs coach Paul Hackett and former 
NFL quarterback Ken O’Brien.

“That’s probably one of the most in-
strumental moves as far as my career,” 
Patterson says. “They’ve won a lot of 
titles, put out a lot of good players, had 
a lot of good coaches. There was a way 
of doing things where I came from in 
the Midwest, and they taught me some 
different things. They were playing 
with some undersized guys and they 
didn’t have any scholarships and they 
were playing scholarship players and 
giving themselves a chance to win with 
their schemes and how they treated 
people. It was an interesting time.”

Patterson also learned the foundations 
of the 4-2-5 defensive scheme TCU uses 
today. The fundamental elements of 
the 4-2-5 are based on the old eight-
man front, but Patterson learned to 
adapt and adjust it to meet his team’s 
personnel and opponents.

“At Davis, it was a nickel package and 
passing concept and the blitzing con-
cept,” Patterson says. “At Pittsburg State 
we used the 4-2 to stop the run and 
give us an eight-man front. You always 
have to alter it a little bit according to 
your conference. In the old WAC with 
BYU, San Diego State and all the wide- 
open offense we’re going back to in 
the Mountain West, we ran it as a 
nickel package with the passing and 
the blitzing. In Conference USA, it’s 
more physical with a few teams that 
throw it around, so we’ve had to do 
both. It gives us the flexibility of being 
ready for both.

“I’m one of those people who doesn’t 
want to wake up and not have any an-

swers. I learned a lot of that at Kansas 
State, where our opponents had better 
people than us most of the time, so we 
had to be able to give our kids a slant, 
a blitz, a twist, change up coverages, 
give our kids a chance to compete. 
Some people watch us and call it a 
little bit crazy, but my wife calls me 
that, too, and she still likes me.”

From there, Patterson’s career took him 
to Cal Lutheran (defensive coordinator), 
Pittsburg State (linebackers) and Sono-
ma State (defensive coordinator). Each 
stop played a part in Patterson’s growth. 
Even a few weeks in 1992 working 
without pay for the Oregon Lightning 
Bolts in a now defunct spring pro 
league taught him a valuable lesson.

“It’s one of those lessons learned,” 
Patterson says, laughing. “It’s like taking 
that one chance in the stock market on 
a high-risk stock and it doesn’t work so 
you just put it back in your pocket and 
say, ‘we’ll never do that again.’ ”

Patterson’s big break came soon after 
when Weatherbie hired him to coach 
the secondary at Utah State. He follow-
ed Weatherbie to Navy in 1995 and 
played a more national schedule for the 
first time. He then joined Franchione 
as the defensive coordinator at New 
Mexico in 1996-97 and learned to 
apply his system in the pass-oriented 
WAC/Mountain West. When the Lobos 
went 9-2 in 1997 and Franchione took 
over at TCU in 1998, Patterson came 
with him and helped establish a de-
fense that would serve as the founda-
tion for a team that rose from 1-10 in 

1997 to 7-5, 8-4, and 10-2 over the next 
three years.

By the time Franchione left for Alabama 
in December, 2000, Patterson was 
ready to apply for the TCU head coach-
ing job. He had come in second in the 
head coaching search at New Mexico 
to current Lobos coach Rocky Long 
and learned a lot from the process 
that he applied to the interview pro-
cess at TCU. Franchione’s coordinators 
didn’t go out on the road recruiting, 
but Patterson still played a major role 
in the evaluation of defensive recruits. 
He also helped oversee the offseason 
program, directing from strength and 
conditioning to academics and the 
visits from hundreds of high school 
coaches that visit TCU each spring.

“Every place is different, the situation 
is different and the people are differ-
ent,” Patterson says, “but the people 
who can change with the type of peo-
ple and situations going on are going 
to be the ones who are very success-
ful. It’s also the coaches who can main-
tain a very disciplined program but 
still understand the needs of the kind 
of kids who are coming out of high 
school now, the kids from one-parent 
and no-parent families.

“You’ve got to understand your role in 
helping them set goals and learn time 
management. Those are key issues if 
you want to stay in the profession, be-
cause a lot of times success starts with 
growing your kids up and not letting 
them rule the assignment, but still un-
derstanding their needs are important. 

O

“It is our desire to provide opportunities for 

young people to do great things. We want 

to be able to give children from all walks 

of life hope for a brighter tomorrow.”
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You can win all the games you want 
to, but in five years if you haven’t help-
ed a kid at least have a chance to 
be successful when he leaves then 
you’ve failed.

“You still have to win ballgames or you 
don’t keep your job. That’s still how 
we’re going to be judged as coaches, 
but the bottom line is if you can help 
players do all those other things then 
you’ve completed the circle.”

When TCU announced Patterson’s hir-
ing, a lot of college football insiders had 
to ask “who?” Patterson understood.

“It’s always hard to get the first one, 
whether it’s that first assistant’s job, 
that first coordinator’s job,” Patterson 
says. “I’ll always be indebted to TCU.”

Franchione originally wanted to coach 
in the Mobile Bowl at the end of the  
2000 season but TCU eventually deci-
ded to let Patterson coach it instead, 
even though most of the coaching 
staff was headed to Alabama with 
Franchione. It made for an awkward 
situation that didn’t improve when the 
Horned Frogs lost 28-21 to Southern 
Miss in the final seconds of the game.

Patterson went about hiring a quality 
staff with a mixture of experience and 
youth. Because he continues to work 
with the defense, Patterson made 
sure he hired veteran coaches for 
the offense, bringing in quarterbacks 
coach Dick Winder, a veteran assistant 
and former coordinator at Oklahoma 
and Texas Tech, as well as assistant 

The Horned Frogs finally came toge-
ther in time to beat both Louisville and 
Southern Miss late in the season and 
earn a bid to the GalleryFurniture.com 
Bowl. Patterson’s standing with the fans 
and the media didn’t improve when 
starting quarterback Casey Printers 
left the following January because he 
wanted to pass the ball more, and the 
situation turned from tense to worse 
when the Horned Frogs opened the 
2002 season by blowing a 15-point 
lead in a 39-36 overtime loss at Cin-
cinnati. That week, a local newspaper 
columnist wrote that if Patterson didn’t 
win that week at Northwestern he 
should be fired.

“I’ve always been one who put a lot 
more pressure on myself than every-
body else did,” Patterson says. “As a 
coach always know that if you’re some-
one who gets caught up in reading the 
paper or the Internet and you let all 
that get to you and you don’t sleep, 
you’re in trouble.

“We knew that first year when we came 
back late in the season to beat Louis-
ville and Southern Miss to go to a bowl 
game that it was one of the best coach-
ing jobs I’d been around. Then to come 
and blow the lead against Cincinnati 
and lose in overtime, we understood 
what was going on and what we had 
to do.

“But at the same time, we didn’t have 
a lot of time to think about it because 
we had played at Cincinnati on a Mon-
day and we had to travel to North-
western to play a day game that next 

“ We focus on instilling and reinforcing two 

qualities in our players — humility and 

accountability. These are key to getting 

anywhere in life, on or off the field.”

Saturday. We didn’t have time to worry. 
We just knew we had a job to do and 
we went out and did it.”

The Horned Frogs won that game 
48-24 and went on to win their next 
eight games, nine of their next 10 
overall, and finished with a 10-2 
record, a conference championship, 
a Liberty Bowl victory over Colorado 
State and one of the nation’s top-
ranked defenses.

“Everybody was shocked, but we 
weren’t,” Patterson says. “We had eight 
guys off that team go to NFL camps.”

When TCU entered the 2003 season 
with only 11 starters and lukewarm ex-
pectations from the pre-season polls, 
the Horned Frogs simply went back to 
work and opened the season with 10 
consecutive victories, climbing their 
way through the rankings until they 
reached No. 10 in the national polls and 
forced a national debate on their place 
in the BCS standings. Before the de-
bate could be answered, however, the 
Horned Frogs lost 40-28 at Southern 
Miss in late November.

“We tried to live a dream but we came 
up just a little bit short,” Patterson says. 
“If someone tells me I can be 11-2 
every year, I’ll take it. I don’t think a 
lot of people, in this day and age with 
85 scholarships, understand how hard 
it is just to win 10 games.”

The Horned Frogs still finished the 
season with an 11-2 record, and 
between the BCS debate and five 
nationally televised games, Patterson 
found himself being mentioned for 
the Arizona head coach vacancy, as 
well as rumored jobs at Clemson and 
Auburn that never came open. While 
Patterson admits it’s nice in some 
ways to have your name mentioned 
in a positive light, it’s also an awk-
ward situation for a head coach 
with a lot to be excited about in his 
current job.

“My philosophy has been to leave 
the place better than when I got 
there,” Patterson says. “If it’s in the 
cards to get to another place that’s 
fine, but be happy where you’re at. 
Too many times too many people get 
someplace and as soon as they get 
there they’re trying to figure out how 
fast they can get someplace else. I’ve 
always been a person who’s tried to 
enjoy where I am, wherever that it is. 

If TCU is my last stop, then that would 
be awesome because of the way they 
treat us and the things we’ve been able 
to accomplish.”

Leaving TCU would take a lot more 
than money or the opportunity to 
play in a major conference to change 
Patterson’s mind. He’s looking for the 
kind of intangibles that don’t come 
with dollars and national prestige.

head coach/offensive line coach Eddie 
Williamson, a former head coach at 
VMI and veteran assistant with stops 
at North Carolina, Georgia, Baylor and 
Wake Forest. He also promoted run-
ning backs coach Mike Schultz to offen-
sive coordinator.

“Half of them are younger and half of 
them are older, so we have a lot of bal-
ance,” Patterson says. “It’s a really unique 
staff and it’s one of the big reasons why 
we’ve been successful, along with good 
kids. I just try to manage it.”

Patterson and his staff were put to the 
test immediately. After coaching his 
first game as a head coach in a bowl, 
Patterson opened his first season as a 
head coach at Nebraska, without 28 
seniors who had completed their eligi-
bility the season before, including All-
American tailback LaDainian Tomlin-
son. The Horned Frogs also moved 
from the WAC to Conference USA that 
year. Combine all those factors with 
a 4-5 record that included a loss to 
Division I-AA Northwestern State, and 
Patterson quickly found himself on 
the hot seat with TCU fans and the 
media. “I told people it was going to 
take awhile for us to mature, as a staff 
and as a team,” Patterson says, “and 
that finally started to happen about 
halfway through 
the season.”
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“It would have to be the right situation,” 
Patterson says. “Too many people jump 
for the wrong reasons. They pay me 
well here, we have good kids to coach, 
I have a good staff and a good admin-
istration and the people here are won-
derful. Anybody who’s ever been at 
TCU who isn’t here anymore will tell 
you this place is a gold mine because 
of the way people treated them, so it 
would take a very special place to get 
me to move.”

Instead of worrying about other jobs 
Patterson is spending his time and 
energy trying to make the most out 
of his current situation at TCU.

“The biggest thing I’ve learned about 
that is that you don’t worry about those 
things you don’t have control over,” 
Patterson says. “The only thing we can 
do here is just keep winning ball games, 
and if we keep winning ball games 
we’ll stay in the limelight anyway.”

Winning ball games means the Horned 
Frogs must continue to improve across 
the board, on and off the field. On the 
field, the TCU staff must continue to 
excel in the areas of player scouting 
and development. Texas, Texas A&M, 
Oklahoma and Texas Tech will continue 
to sign most of the obvious talent in 

Texas, so TCU must continue to look 
for undiscovered gems like 1,000-yard 
rushers LaDainian Tomlinson, Lonta 
Hobbs and Robert Merrill.

Hobbs and Merrill offer just one exam-
ple out of many possibilities of TCU’s 
ability to replace departed and injured 
players. When injuries piled up early in 
the 2002 season, Patterson pulled the 
redshirt off Hobbs midway through 
the season and he finished with 1,029 
yards in just eight games. When senior 
starter Ricky Madison suffered a season-
ending injury early in 2003 and Hobbs 
got off to a slow start with his own 
injuries, Merrill came off the bench 
as a redshirt freshman and rushed for 
1,107 yards.

“I feel like we’re earning a strong repu-
tation in this state of being a great 
evaluation staff, finding guys outside 
the radar,” Patterson says. “The other 
part of that is the developmental 
phase. We still don’t put our coordina-
tors on the road recruiting, because 
we want them running our offseason 
programs and academics. We also 
have a really good strength coach 
(Don Sommer) and we put a lot of em-
phasis on that. We feel like we need 
to grow kids up physically, but we 
also need to grow them up mentally, 

too, because some of them are going 
to have to play as redshirt freshmen. 
You have to start in January and not 
wait until August so we can help them 
through the maturity process and get 
them game ready.”

That process has helped send 38 play-
ers to NFL camps in the past six years, 
but those players aren’t the only keys 
to TCU’s roster.

“We try to keep the chiefs at 20 per-
cent and the rest at 80 percent, so you 
always have a team that’s a blue-collar, 
hard working team,” Patterson says. 
“We like to have guys like (defensive 
back) Jason Goss, a guy who was an 
overachiever and went to play for the 
Arizona Cardinals.”

Patterson has also helped an under-
achieving football program become 
more marketable. Average attendance 
rose to 31,620 in 2000, the first time 
the Horned Frogs averaged more then 
30,000 since the demise of the South-
west Conference, and then slipped 
when Franchione and Tomlinson left. 
The Horned Frogs drew an average 
attendance of over 31,000 per game 
last season. Between increased ticket 
sales and other football-related reve-
nue and TCU’s fund raising efforts, the 
football program now has a new prac-
tice field built on a foundation that 
could someday be converted into an 
indoor facility.

TCU’s private-school enrollment of 
approximately 8,800 students barely 
compares to the enrollment at Texas 
and Texas A&M, but TCU’s athletic de-
partment has improved its situation 
by reaching out to families from the 
Dallas-Forth Worth metroplex. The 
Bleacher Creatures allows kids ages 
6-13 to get involved with the program 
at home games, even running the 
length of the field with the TCU mascot 
before the game. The group included 
50 kids when it started in 2001, and 
approximately 1,000 participated 

before the Frog’s final home game 
against Cincinnati in 2003.

“The business side of it becomes so big 
that sometimes coaches forget to en-
joy people,” Patterson says. “We try to 
enjoy people here. Besides winning, 
one of the reasons why we’ve raised 
our attendance is that we’ve allowed 
our community to touch us.

“Every place is different and Fort Worth 
is more family oriented, so that’s the di-
rection we’ve gone. We’re seeing more 
kids, more young people. We’re attract-
ing the Texas or Texas A&M grad who 
loves football but they have a 3- and 
5-year-old and they can’t get down to 
those games, so now they’re coming 
to our games and becoming season-
ticket holders.”

Patterson also does his part through 
public speaking and music. Patterson 
played in bands when he was young-
er, still writes music and favors any-
thing from oldies to classic rock and 
country. It’s not unusual for him to be 
seen out two-stepping with his wife 
Kelsey at a Fort Worth honky tonk or 
show up with his guitar at a family-
oriented event in the Fort Worth area 
so he can play and sing with the kids. 
According to one media report, he’s 
been known to pull off an entertain-
ing version of “Old MacDonald Had 
A Farm.”

“Writing and being a musician and be-
ing a football coach is kind of contra-
dictory, but that’s kind of my release,” 
Patterson says. “I can go home at night, 

pick up the guitar and play a little bit 
and not think about anything.”

Of course, Patterson will also be the 
first to admit that all the music, good 
intentions, graduation rates, public ap-
pearances and marketing in the world 
won’t mean a thing if the Horned Frogs 
don’t keep winning year after year.
 
“If I was an AD out there I’d be looking 
for a guy who has a connection with his 
kids, who takes academics seriously 
and still wins ball games. Someone who 
can balance all of it,” Patterson says. 
“But winning is still how you judge a 

good coach. People want to know if 
you’ve been able to be successful over 
the test of time, like a Joe Paterno, a 
Bobby Bowden, those people who 
have been successful over the years 
in different situations.”

“My family comes first. But, my family is a large group 

that contains about 100 football players. I have a 

feeling of responsibility with all these players and their 

futures. I hope they sense that, and I think they do.”

The Patterson Profile

This article originally appeared in American 
Football Monthly magazine as “Gary Patterson: 
The Next Level” and was written by Richard Scott. 
The TRIAD would like to thank Rex Lardner, the 
managing editor of American Football Monthly 
magazine, for his generosity in allowing us to 
reprint it here. Statistics have been adjusted to 
reflect current standings since this article’s ori-
ginal publication in August 2004.
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High School:
College:

Family:

1978-79:
1980-81:

1982:
1983-84:

1986:
1987:
1988:

1989-91:
1992:

1992-94:
1995:

1996-97:
1998-00:

2000-Present:

Pawnee Heights, Kansas (1978)
Kansas State (1983), Bachelor’s in Physical Education; and 
Tennessee Tech (1984), Master’s in Educational Admin.
Wife Kelsey and children Josh (18), Cade (11) and Blake (7)

Dodge City Community College
Kansas State

Kansas State (Graduate Assistant)
Tennessee Tech (Linebackers)
UC Davis (Linebackers)
Cal Lutheran (Defensive Coordinator)
Pittsburg (KS) State (Linebackers)
Sonoma (CA) State (Defensive Coordinator)
Oregon Lightning Bolts
Utah State (Secondary)
Navy (Secondary)
New Mexico (Defensive Coordinator/Safeties)
TCU (Defensive Coordinator/Safeties)
TCU (Head Coach)

Playing Experience

Coaching Experience
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Acacia Fraternity Foundation
President’s Report

12

I am often asked by colleagues why I 
have continued my involvement with 
Acacia beyond my college years. I hope 
it is as true for you as it has been for me 
that my undergraduate Acacia experi-
ence enriched my college experience, 
teaching me valuable skills and impor-
tant life lessons that continue to bene-
fit my personal life and career. I want 
to help today’s undergraduates bene-
fit from the same life-shaping Acacia 
experience. Let me explain why I be-
lieve this is more important than ever.

Many of us grew up in a simpler world 
where we walked to school (five miles 
uphill through the snow, both ways!) 
and joined the boy scouts, little league, 
4-H or FFA. Some of us entered college 
with a typewriter and a slide rule. While 
these and similar organizations con-
tinue to impart important values, sadly 
today they reach a decreasing percen-
tage of today’s youth. Young men to-
day often grow up in a world of sche-
duled activities, computer games and 
iPods, and may have never even shared 
a room. 

However, a higher percentage of young 
men enter college today than ever be-
fore. For those young men fortunate 
enough to enroll at a campus with an 
Acacia chapter, the Fraternity offers 
them an unequaled opportunity to 
learn important personal, social and 
career skills. Making the transition from 
high school or community college to a 
four-year college or university presents 
many challenges. Fraternities provide 
a proven support network. 

Joining Acacia provides young men 
with a family away from home and a 

scholastic support system. More im-
portantly, Acacia offers hands-on ex-
perience in decision-making, group 
dynamics, accountability and leader-
ship; and the opportunity to manage 
budgets, lead committees and learn 
from successes and failures in a sup-
portive environment. Acacia also helps 
its members develop responsible social 
skills and offers them the chance to 
give back to the community through 
human service projects. These are life 
experiences and career skills and that 
aren’t learned by simply living in a dorm 
or apartment and attending classes.

Acacia stands apart from many other 
fraternities in its emphasis on impart-
ing values and preparing tomorrow’s 
community and business leaders. This 
is the reason why I remain involved in 
Acacia as an alumnus.

Acacia chapters are true learning or-
ganizations. As associations of college 
or university students, chapters have 
limited institutional memories. Our 
chapters must be continually renewed 
and Acacia’s values and programs re-
inforced. And from time to time, youth-
ful mistakes and lapses in judgment 
occur, despite best efforts and good in-
tentions. That’s why continued alumni 
involvement in our chapters as alum-
ni advisors, house corporation mem-
bers and role models is so important. 
Acacia’s strongest chapters have active 
alumni involvement. 

I encourage you to get involved if you 
live near an active chapter or colony. 
Although I live a continent away from 
the Cornell Chapter, I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to remain involved with Acacia 

undergraduates and Acacia alumni 
from many chapters as a house cor-
poration member at the California 
Chapter in Berkeley. While this may 
have contributed to a few premature 
grey hairs over the years, it has also 
been a source of new friendships and 
accomplishment. Many of my fellow 
board members are men with suc-
cessful careers and families that I first 
met as undergraduates. They may not 
have recognized the full value of their 
Acacia experience when they gradu-
ated, but with age comes wisdom and 
they have returned as alumni to give 
back to Acacia. 

Many alumni do not live near Acacia 
chapters. That’s why our continuing 
and increased financial support of the 
Fraternity through the Foundation is 
so important. Acacia must expand its 
professional staff and increase the fre-
quency and duration of staff visits 
to chapters to successfully reinforce 
Acacia’s values and deliver its leader-
ship programs. Elsewhere in this issue 
of the TRIAD, International President 
Dave Allen describes an exciting new 
brotherhood membership education 
initiative to be presented at the 2006 
Conclave. The Foundation is pleased to 
help support this initiative and I hope 
that we can count on your financial 
help to make it possible.

Fraternally,

William A. Utic, Cornell ’74
President
Acacia Fraternity Foundation

George F. Patterson, Jr. Club ($5000 +)
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George C. Woolsey, California
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Ronald D. Hill, Washington State
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Daniel Brian Williams, California
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William H. Strong, Purdue
Paul Van Stevens, Southern California
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President’s Club ($250 - $499)
Alan Ryo Hirasuna, California
Donald Edward Jones Jr., Colorado
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Annual Meeting
The Foundation’s 2006 Annual Meeting

will be held on Saturday afternoon, August 12,
during Acacia’s 54th Biennial Conclave

in St. Louis, Missouri.

3
All Acacians in good standing who have made donations

to the Foundation in the last year are automatically members
of the Foundation, and eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting.

If you cannot attend the Annual Meeting in person, please vote
by returning the proxy that was mailed to you in early July. 
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John F. Beatty, Illinois
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Mark Jasper Ladd, Illinois
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Richard W. Bogan, Northwestern
John W. Plattner, Northwestern
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Edward H. Thiele, Northwestern
Frank T. James, Northwestern
Dr. Richard R. Zehrbach, Ohio
Robert D. Beltz (D), Ohio
Gary L. Stansbery, Ohio
Dr. Shelby D. Hunt, Ohio
James Larry Raney Ph.D., Ohio
Kevin Michael Ivers, Ohio
J. Scott Cleland, Ohio
Robert L. Hurni, Ohio State
Kevin Ray Baker, Ohio State
Keith S. Bennett, Oklahoma
Blaine H. Smith Jr., Oklahoma
L. Richard Iorio, Oklahoma
John R. Mackey, Oklahoma State
Denzil Edward Oswalt, Oklahoma State
B.J. Smith, Oklahoma State
Donald W. Dauterman, Oregon State
James M. Lasher, Oregon State
Harrison W. Sigworth Jr., Oregon State
Paul A. Raab, Oregon State
Michael David Mallery, Oregon State
Thomas F. Mulherin, Penn State
Robert H. Goodman, Penn State
Jack F. Bastian, Penn State
Marvin R. Dunlap, Penn State
Harold L. Ishler Jr. M.D., Penn State
Robert W. Felsburg, Penn State
Kevin R. Cheesebrough, Penn State
Paul J. Hiryak, Penn State
Scott Christopher Graham, Penn State
Alan J. Spindler, Purdue
William J. Greer, Purdue
Theodore R. Beatty, Purdue
Dr. Ernest W. Scheerer, Purdue
Robert E. Combs, Purdue
Edwin R. Key, Purdue
George E. Gillespie, Purdue
James T. Bruther, Purdue
Richard L. Pottenger, Purdue
James F. Smith II, Purdue
Kenneth Craig Newman, Purdue
David E. Conner, Purdue
Eric A. Rasmussen, Purdue
Steven Robert Hill, Purdue
John Michael Binnie, Purdue
David John Ritz, Purdue
Brian Matthews Giffin, Purdue

Richard Robert Halderman, Purdue
Nicholas Ray Curtis, Purdue
Edward B. Kinner, Rensselaer
William C. Weaver Jr., Rensselaer
Roger G. Morse, Rensselaer
Robert V. Moel, Rensselaer
Dominic Andrew Nelson, Saint Cloud State
Walter O. Nielsen, San Jose State
James M. Spence, San Jose State
James R. Speece Jr., Shippensburg
David A. Prosser, Shippensburg
Christopher Culin Tate, Shippensburg
David B. Fischer, Southern California
Gilbert B. Siegel, Southern California
Charles L. Schroeder, Southern California
Leo M. Evans, Southern California
Cdr. William G. Foster USN RET, Syracuse
Donald C. Hennig, Syracuse
Marshall E. Rasnake, Tennessee
Tamim A. Abouhalkah, Texas
O. L. Moore Jr., Texas
Richard E. Holloway, Texas
John R. Gorman, Texas
Jefferson Daniel Cheshier, Texas
Joseph F. Hook, UCLA
Norman A. Stewart, UCLA
James F. Keegan, Vermont
Richard P. Milne, Vermont
George F. Fenton Sr., Washington State
Sherman C. Jensen, Washington State
John N. Hazelwood, Washington State
Duane L. Stowe, Washington State
Glen L. Hower, Washington State
Dale A. Kjack, Washington State
Paul B. Goodman, Washington State
Donald H. Hansen, Wisconsin
Robert C. Wheaton M.D., Wisconsin
Neal E. Anderson, Wisconsin
Scott David Kinninger, Wisconsin
Adam Lee Marson, Wisconsin
Mark Duane Cranston, Wyoming

Hypotenuse Club ($5 - $49)
A. Fraser Pattillo Jr., Alabama
James N. Warkomski, Arizona
James W. Crum, Arkansas
William Robert Day, Bloomsburg
Wayne G. Sharpe Jr., Boston
Robert E. Jacobsen, California
Robert L. Billin, California
Gilbert P. Mauck, California

George G. Gorbatenko, California
Kevin Joseph Lines, California
Jack R. Sandridge, Central Missouri State
Harold E. Heath, Central Oklahoma
Walter L. Schneider, Cincinnati
Robert H. Purcell Jr., Colorado
Travis Carter Armstrong, Colorado
Brian R. Sivillo, Cornell
James M. Symons, Cornell
Steven H. Prince, Cornell
Orris H. White Jr., Denver
Aaron  Wickes Parker, East Stroudsburg 
James L. Ernette, Franklin
Randy Ray Nepomuceno, Franklin
Arnold L. Flottman Jr., George Washington
John W. Dry, Georgia
Eugene E. Alt, Illinois
Kenneth E. Pearson, Illinois
Samuel A. Peak, Illinois
Albert J. Day, Illinois
Michael Anthony Conniff, Illinois
Roger N. Cavitt, Illinois Wesleyan
John K. Thiel, Illinois Wesleyan
David G. Perkins, Illinois Wesleyan
John David Ulrich, Illinois Wesleyan
Patrick Byrne McGrath Ph.D., Illinois Wesleyan
Paul Dennis Carnine, Illinois Wesleyan
Rue Kent Bates, Indiana
William T. Cunningham, Indiana
Michael D. Tucker, Indiana
James R. Guthrie, Indiana
Craig Michael Theriac, Indiana
Brian M. Hall, Indiana
Clyde A. Williams, Kansas
John W. Irwin, Kansas State
Marcus William Mountford, Kansas State
William Michael Carpenter, Kansas State
Stephen E. Mauzey, Kansas State
Scott A. Palumbo, Lock Haven
Donald E. Albinger, Long Beach State
William T. Bradford, Long Beach State
Charles R. Hutchinson Jr., Long Beach State
Stanley L. Swart, Miami of Ohio
Warren Mark Flodin, Miami of Ohio
Thomas B. Stryer, Miami of Ohio
John  Richard Kelbley, Miami of Ohio
Rollyn L. Storey, Michigan
Hugh Rose, Michigan
William A. Wilcox, Michigan
Robert S. Bristol, Michigan
Bruce J. Gall, Minnesota

Burt E. Swanson, Minnesota
Robert B. Philipson, Minnesota
Douglas J. Lary, Minnesota
George L. Carlson, Minnesota
Charles Robert Hall, Missouri
Richard Harold Johnston, Missouri
Edward A. Moss, Missouri School of Mines
Ronnie L. Gemelke, Nebraska
Van C. Wrenn, Nebraska
Eric Marvin Davison, Nebraska
Charles L. Munson, Northern Colorado
Jon A. Rogers, Northern Colorado
Arthur C. Hoelck, Northwestern
Jack B. Hubbell, Northwestern
Warren F. Fuqua, Northwestern
Keith B. James, Northwestern
William R. Epcke, Northwestern
Cash D. Russell, Ohio
Walter L. Kutscher, Ohio
Allen R. Kinney, Ohio
John R. Finley, Ohio
Ray V. Bethel, Ohio
Howard A. Longfellow, Ohio State
Charles H. Hummel, Ohio State
George H. Wadge, Ohio State
Bradway F. Phillips, Ohio State
Brian Scott Strayer, Ohio State
James M. Stitt Jr., Ohio State
Elvin J. Brown, Oklahoma
Richard S. Watts, Oklahoma
Charles E. Buxton, Oregon State
Mitchell Irvin Ladd, Oregon State
Keith M. Weaver, Penn State
Daniel L. Babcock, Penn State
William Bowers III, Penn State
Robert A. Shaw, Penn State
Leon William Silzle Jr., Penn State
Jason L. Lubic, Penn State
Howard P. Lambert, Penn State
Stephen B. Draper, Penn State
Donald A. Horth, Purdue
James R. Golan, Purdue
John W. Wright, Purdue
Robert Gaines Young, Purdue
Robert D. Hobe, Purdue
Edward L. Widener (D), Purdue
John W. Marks, Purdue
James E. Southwood, Purdue
Dennis E. Davis, Purdue
Bruce H. Doelling, Purdue
Christopher P. Minardi, Rensselaer

Christopher Achille, Rensselaer
William H. Block, Rensselaer
John D. Newton, Rensselaer
Robert L. Reiner, Rensselaer
Walter E. Bruetsch, Rensselaer
Jay E. Webster, Rensselaer
Cdr. Peter K. Anderson, Rensselaer
Thomas F. Rippere, Rensselaer
Matthew Sean Gaffy, Saint Cloud State
Joel Romaine, Shippensburg
Michael A. Homsey, Shippensburg
David E. Ressler, Shippensburg
Stanley E. Green, Southern California
Jerald T. White, Southern California
Chester  W. Ambler III, Syracuse
Ira S. Dubnoff, Syracuse
William C. Hirt, Tennessee
William R. Norred, Texas
Steven R. Sawyer, Texas
Franklin G. Chapel Jr., UCLA
Philip A. Benson, UCLA
W. Donald Shaw, UCLA
Randall C. Danta, UCLA
Michael Joseph Dunn, Washington
Jean & Wilton M. Whisler, Washington
James S. Grant, Washington State
Michael A. Frucci, Washington State
Ernest H. Holt, Washington State
Norbert A. Bybee, Wisconsin
Jon A. Lippmann, Wisconsin
Andrew Christopher Veeder, Wisconsin

Donald J. Hoeppner, Wisconsin
Robert D. Hurrell, Wyoming
Frederick O. Ludlow, Wyoming

Corporate Matching Gifts
Microsoft Giving Campaign
First Data Western Union Foundation
American International Group (AIG)
Verizon Foundation
Job Bound (Brad Karsh)

Memorial Gifts to the Annual Fund (2005-2006)

Joseph L. Prior, Cincinnati — given in memory of Gerald A. Shiffer, Cincinnati
Robert C. Rupert, Cincinnati — given in memory of George F. Patterson Jr., Cincinnati
Albert Fellows, Iowa State — given in memory of Donald G. Larson, Iowa State
Irving Field, Missouri — given in memory of George F. Patterson Jr., Cincinnati
Eugene B. Pflughaupt, Northwestern — given in memory of Donald R. Cunningham, Nebraska
Joe T. Jones, Purdue — given in memory of Clarence O. Eyer Jr., Purdue
Lawrence D. Jones, Purdue — given in memory of Clarence O. Eyer Jr., Purdue
Robert V. Moel, Rensselaer — given in memory of Lawrence F. Schwarts, Rensselaer
David R. Quick, Rensselaer — given in memory of Mark E. Mengel, Rensselaer
L. Lamar Tims, Texas — given in memory of Charles L. Stewart, Texas
Mary Lois Beltz — given in memory of Robert D. Beltz, Ohio
Wilmuth L. Bohl — given in memory of Stanley C. Bohl, Miami of Ohio
Blanche B. Kelley — given in memory of Lloyd A. Kelley Jr., Rensselaer
Penny A. Pittis — given in memory of Jack N. Pittis, Washington State
L. Faye Powell — given in memory of Donald W. Powell, Denver
Martha B. Widener — given in memory of Edward L. Widener, Purdue

Give.

and

A Priceless GIFT
OF LEADERSHIP,
BROTHERHOOD

CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT



18 19

2005-2006 Scholarship Recipients

Michael Pastko, Purdue
Jason Gass, Missouri
Eric Wheeler, Northwestern Oklahoma State
Matthew Karam, Ohio State
Stephen Cooper, Syracuse
Ryan Lindell, Oregon State

AFF Scholarship (Spring 2006)
Jacob Sloan, Texas
Kevin May, Wisconsin
Michael Pastko, Purdue
Gregory Hicks, Indiana
Lane Roney, Kansas State
Simon Sjogren, Syracuse
Kelsey Gingrich, Penn State
Nicholas Lawson, Indiana University of PA
Brett Eakin, Kansas State
Reg Aldrich, Central Oklahoma
Anthony Mondi, Penn State
Robert Gardner, Miami of Ohio
Luke Beamer, California
Zachary Wilson, Miami of Ohio

Iowa State Chapter Scholarship
Craig Buske
Christopher Demaria
Mark Eckman
Vincent Fadden
Martin Gran
Adam Halls
Joshua Haugo
Jared Kline
John Kvinge
Matthew Landherr
Nathan Porter
Clark Richardson
Jonathan Roghair
Aaron Rosheim
Phillip Sherman
Jonathan Vaage
John Vogel
Michael Woolley

Arthur D. Lautzenheiser
Memorial Scholarship (Indiana)
Andrew Cvengros

Alan John Trachsel 
Scholarship (Kansas State)
Lucas Shivers

Darratt Memorial Scholarship 
(Syracuse)
Stephen Cooper

G.K. Nelson Memorial
Scholarship (Penn State)
Kelsey Gingrich
Paul Russell
William Taylor
Jared Wolfe

Indiana Chapter Scholarship
Gregory Hicks
Michael Hart
Patrick Sullivan
Matthew Kapusta
Matthew Orschein
Jason Horne
Jeremy Rudkin
Scott Good

Leonard E. Wood Memorial
Scholarship (Purdue)
Michael Pastko
Joseph Gray, Jr.
Evgeny Goldman

George C. Woolsey
Scholarship (California)
Benjamin Terry
Justin Wang

Illinois Wesleyan
Chapter Scholarship
Michael Trainor
Michael Vasta

Acacia Fraternity Foundation 

scholarship recipients are 

selected on the basis of their 

ability to balance the pursuit 

of a degree with the develop-

ment of leadership skills, 

extracurricular participation 

and the building of a sense 

of social responsibility, which 

are all necessary attributes 

for successful growth in one’s 

life and career.

George F. Patterson, Jr.
Foundation Scholar (2005)
Geoffrey Maddox, Missouri

Duncan McPherson
Fraternityship (2005)
Justin Cardisco, Nebraska

AFF Scholarship (Fall 2005)
Lane Roney, Kansas State
Jacob Sloan, Texas
Nicholas Churchill, Indiana
Trenton Norman, Iowa State
Jared Ramthun, Iowa State

Acacia’s Own Piano Man

Houston’s book, Play Piano In A Flash 
(Hyperion) — with more than 250,000 
copies in print — provides readers with 
a comprehensive guide to learning the 
fundamentals of piano while forcing 
them to have fun along the way. His 
new book, Play Piano In A Flash for 
Kids (Hyperion) has just been released.

Visit Scott on the web at: 
www.scottthepianoguy.com

Scott  Houston, Indiana ’80, says he can teach anyone how to play piano 
like a professional in a matter of hours — not years! In 2003, Scott began 
showing public television viewers how to “play piano in a flash” through 
his wildly successful pledge special of the same name. Seen by millions 
of viewers nationwide since its debut in March 2003, Play Piano In A 
Flash has been a monetary windfall for stations carrying the program. 
Among the highest-grossing pledge specials in public television history, 
the airing stations have raised more than $14 million to date. His weekly 
television series, The Piano Guy with Scott Houston, is now in its fifth 
season airing on public television stations, and continues to delight, 
inform and entertain thousands of viewers across the nation.

A highly sought-after motivational speaker, Houston has lectured 
widely throughout the United States and Canada at nearly 150 
colleges, universities and public television stations over the last 
seven years. More than 15,000 people have attended Scott’s work-
shops, many of whom have realized their life-long musical dream 
of having fun playing their favorite tunes on the piano. Aimed at 
amateur musicians, Houston’s highly comedic, yet extremely edu-
cational look at playing the piano is a hit with attendees.

Houston is an experienced music professional with more than 20 years in the 
business. A trained percussionist, Houston studied jazz at the Indiana Univer-
sity School of Music. During his undergraduate years at IU, Scott held Acacia 
leadership positions as Junior Dean and Venerable Dean. After graduation, Scott 
joined the National Headquarters staff as a Leadership Consultant (1985-86), 
travelling the country assisting chapters and expanding Acacia onto new cam-
puses. Following his journey as a leadership consultant, Houston spent five 
years as president of a music publishing business, and played keyboards and 
percussion in rock, funk and jazz ensembles. In 1997, he began exploring effec-
tive means to teach adults who were not musicians how to simply have fun 
playing piano.

Scott was also elected to the Acacia Fraternity Foundation, where he served as 
Secretary-Treasurer (1989-91). In honor of his efforts, Scott is a deserving reci-
pient of the Fraternity’s Order of Pythagoras and the Award of Merit. Scott is still 
a familiar face to Acacia and has been a guest speaker at numerous Conclaves 
and ALAs, most recently the 2004 Centennial Conclave, where he presented his 
Piano in a Flash program.



Matt Sokoloff, Missouri ’04, was select-
ed to be a contestant on the number 
one game show in America, Wheel of 
Fortune, where he winded up winning 
$10,700 and prizes. Sokoloff says he 
originally tried out for the Big XII College 
Week show, but was selected to appear 
on the regular show instead. “I was 
really excited when I got the letter 
and found out I was going to be on 
the show.”

Matt taped the show in Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL, as part of Welcome Aboard Week, 
where a cruise was offered as the main 
prize. The show aired in February and 
Sokoloff said he hosted a watch party 
that was attended by over 100 people, 
including his Acacia Fraternity brothers 
and friends.

“For me it was more nerve racking to 
watch the show than it was to tape 
it,” he confessed. His friends have har-
assed him, he said, about the show’s 
“speed up” round, in which he and the 
two other contestants could not 
correctly guess the puzzle, “Sail off 
into the sunset.”

“It’s a lot more difficult to guess when 
you’re up there and under all that 
pressure,” he said. “Looking at it now, 
it’s hard to see how I didn’t guess it.”

Mizzou Brother 
Seeks Fortune 
On “The Wheel”
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IOWA CITY, IOWA — The Eastern Iowa 
Acacia Alumni Association held its winter 
meeting in January 2006. A number of 
topics were discussed, including a return 
of the chapter to the Iowa campus. Any 
brother in the Iowa area interested in par-
ticipating in the alumni group, or in receiv-
ing the newsletter, should contact Associa-
tion President Aaron Morrow at: P. O. Box 
497, Princeton, IA 52768; amorrow836@
hotmail.com; 319.330.1788. EIAAA mem-
bers include: (front, L-R) Devin Johnson, 
Aaron Morrow and Dan Wilkes; (back, L-R) 
Bryk Lancaster, Joe Wilging, Doug Wilson, 
Josh Nelson, Chris Berry and Jeremy Heyer.

JERICHO, VT — Vermont Acacia, Inc. is 
proud to announce that the process to re-
start the active chapter in Vermont has 
begun. We will be petitioning the Univer-
sity of Vermont Greek System during the 
2006-2007 school year to recolonize, and 
hope to begin rushing in the fall of 2007. 
Anyone who knows of a prospective rush 
at the University of Vermont for 2006 or 
2007, or who is interested in helping to re-
start the Vermont Chapter, is encouraged 
to contact Ray Chamberland, President of 
Vermont Acacia, Inc., at (802) 343-3801 or 
via eMail at ray@vtacacia.com. Vermont 
alumni pictured include: (kneeling, L-R) 
Jon Kantor and Louis Phelps; (standing, L-R) 
Ray Chamberland, Joe Prandini, Jacob 
Feenstra, Abe Prandini, Randy Jorgensen, 
and J DeMeo.

BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA — During a 
recent visit to his alma mater, California 
resident Mike Shelby (second from right), 
Indiana ’73, was joined by fellow alumni 
for a night of reminiscing. Seated (left 
to right) are 1970s Indiana alums David 
Ferguson, Rusty Fishel, Christ Drossos, 
Kim Kohlmeier, J. Bud Sirbu, Michael Poe, 
David Fogler, James Davis, Shelby and 
George “Tad” Huntington III.

On April 28, 1906, a group of Masons inaugurated the presence of Acacia at 
the University of Illinois in Champaign. Another major event had just occurred 
in America 10 days before — the great San Francisco earthquake. But like the 
city of San Francisco, Acacia at Illinois was destined to prevail.

On April 28, 2006, a group of alumni from the Acacia board and other Chicago 
area members met for dinner to commemorate the anniversary of the chapter’s 
founding. It is likely that our founders were not thinking in terms of such longe-
vity when they determined that the strong interest and desire for a new kind 
of fraternity on the U of I campus would result in a chapter operating continu-
ously for 100 years.

The significance of this 
accomplishment has not 
been lost on the brothers 
of the Illinois Chapter. The 
chapter alumni board and 
the active membership 
have been planning for 
months to celebrate this 
significant milestone at 
U of I’s Homecoming in 
Champaign on October 
7. The concept of Home-
coming, a tradition ob-
served by every college 
and university in the U.S. 
(as well as many educa-
tional institutions around 
the world) was, in fact, 
originated by Illinois Acacian W. Elmer Ekblaw, who was initiated into the bro-
therhood in 1907.

A survey of the 1,410 living alumni has already produced a list of nearly 100 
brothers who have indicated plans to be in Champaign for the celebration be-
ing arranged. Information on the chapter’s website — www.acaciaheth.org — 
will provide further details as they become finalized. Every Acacian is invited to 
attend the celebration, along with their guests. For more information, please 
contact the following:

          Michael Conniff, VP of Alumni Relations  Mel Rapp
          mconniff@usa.net     mrapp2@att.net
          (773) 793-3757     (630) 404-4994

          Art Mertes, Corp. Board President
          amertes@synergylawgrouop.com
          (312) 953-0718

Illinois Chapter Prepares 
For Centennial Celebration



California Chapter Nearly Doubles In Size
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For up-to-date news on chapters not 
listed, please contact the International 
Headquarters for contact information 
for Venerable Deans.

Bloomsburg
This past year has been a trying time 
for the Bloomsburg Chapter with 
finances and numbers, but we are 
doing our best to relieve ourselves of 
those problems. We have completed 
two small fundraisers that have helped 
us recover finances well and hopefully 
we can do our best to help our brother-
hood grow.

We are proud to say we are in great 
standing with both Bloomsburg 
University and the surrounding com-
munity, representing what every 
fraternity should be. Our volunteer 
involvement has helped bring a 
better light to the image of Greek 
life at our university.

We feel that we are promoting our-
selves through our good name and 
will continue to build upon our strong 
reputation with hopes that more 
young men will wish to experience 
fraternity life as a brother of Acacia. 
We hope to bring a new attitude 
and energy to the fraternity in the 
fall that will help us grow onward 
and upward.

California
In recent years UC-Berkeley has been 
plagued with a shrinking Greek com-
munity and a decreasing number of 
freshman that are interested in join-
ing a fraternity. Our rush events have 
had to be revamped, our strategies 
adjusted and our dedication has cer-
tainly been tested. The task that has 

been laid in front of us is arduous, but 
despite the bleak outlook, the brothers 
have been able to pool together their 
skills and talents to push the house 
through these difficult times. The work 
has become tougher, but the California 
Chapter’s commitment to maintain-
ing the excellence of Acacia has never 
been stronger.

It is well known that fraternities go 
through cycles of good years and 
bad years. After the graduation of a 
large pledge class that had carried 
the house through recent years, the 

California Chapter was unfortunate 
enough to find itself in a position of 
low membership numbers and an 
inexperienced executive committee 
that was in need of quickly stepping 
up to accept responsibility for the per-
petuation of the brotherhood. Thanks 
to the hard work and dedication 
of every brother in the house, the 
California Chapter, composed of 24 
actives at the time, was able to obtain 
a 19 man pledge class, the second 

largest at Cal. Needless to say, having 
a pledge class nearly as large as the 
active chapter was an impressive feat. 
The endless work and leadership pro-
vided by our rush chair, Justin Wang, 
and many others allowed the chapter 
to quickly return to being one of the 
largest houses at Cal.

The chapter house has always been a 
source of great pride for all California 
Acacians, and recently the active 
chapter has been actively improving 
the house to make it one of the nicest 
houses on campus. Brothers recently 
repainted the house to its traditional 
white and have spent vast amounts 
of time installing wood floors in many 
of the bedrooms in the house. Al-
though our house may not be the most 
expensive on campus, the chapter 
takes great pride in maintaining a 
house that is known as the cleanest 
and best maintained here at Cal. 
People who come to our house are 
always impressed with the amount 
of time and effort the chapter puts 
into maintaining the house compared 
with all other fraternities.

The California Chapter has become 
used to being one of the few chapters 
on the west coast, but recently our 
chapter has been able to become in-
volved with some exciting new expan-
sions on the west coast. Brothers from 
the USC Colony have made ties with 
some of the brothers here at the Cali-
fornia Chapter, and despite our bitter 
football rivalry (we were the last team 
to beat them in two years before Texas 
beat them for the National Champion-
ship), the chapter has been actively 
helping the brothers at USC. During 
the USC vs. Cal football game the chap-
ter hosted many brothers from USC 

Carleton Chapter Wins Greek Olympics
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and helped teach them the ways of 
our ritual. Another new interest group 
in the Bay Area at Menlo College has 
also been actively attempting to join 
our ranks as Acacians and the Califor-
nia Chapter has been spending a lot 
of time helping them get on their feet. 
Both groups are men of character and 
excellence and the chapter looks for-
ward to extending the binds of bro-
therhood with them.

The chapter’s recent experiences with 
new interest groups on the west coast 
has given us our first opportunity to 
really interact with Acacians outside 
our chapter on a regular basis and it 
has been a pleasure to assist these 
great men in becoming a part of our 
Fraternity. On that note, the chapter 
greatly looks forward to meeting and 
seeing brothers from all over the 
nation this summer in St. Louis. This 
year’s national conclave promises to be 
a great one, and one that will guide 
the California Chapter to excellence 
in the future.

Carleton
After two successful rush classes in the 
2005-2006 year, the Carleton Chapter 
has increased its active membership 
to 27. We are currently recruiting new 
members for the fall 2006 class, and 
have many prospective rushees show-
ing interest in our chapter. The fall of 
2005 heralded many victories for the 
Carleton Chapter, including the over-
all campus title for the annual Greek 
Olympics. It was a hard earned triumph 
that resulted from decisive victories 
in the beach volleyball, road hockey 
and football competitions.

The Carleton Chapter also continues 
to lead the university community in 

philanthropy. With 2005-06 activities 
including a Remembrance Day poppy 
drive to raise funds for veterans, par-
ticipation in the battle against cystic 
fibrosis through Shinerama activities, 
and semi-annual bottle drives to raise 
funds for various local charities, we 
continue to be a positive force in the 
Ottawa community.

With these accomplishments in hand, 
we are looking forward to a year of 
great academic, athletic and social 
achievement. However, one goal 
stands out with particular resonance; 
and that is to make a significant dent 
in our financial obligations. We hope 
to achieve this by implementing an 
aggressive fundraising schedule. We 
also hope to engage our alumni in 
hopes of encouraging their support 
during these times of financial strain. 
Anyone wishing to make a donation 
to the Carelton Chapter can contact 
us at acaciacarleton@hotmail.com for 
more details.

We have also moved into a new 10-
bedroom house with two large recrea-
tion rooms, two kitchens, four bath-
rooms and a large lawn. We hope to 
host many of our esteemed alumni in 
the coming summer months. Please 
don’t hesitate to stop by!

We have also launched a new website! 
While we have yet to finalize our con-
tent and branding, it does have many 
useful features, including a rush calen-
dar, blog, photos, a roster of all active 
brothers and directions to the house. 
Please stop by to peruse the new site 
at www.carletonacacia.com.

Central Oklahoma
On April 29, the University of Central 

Oklahoma Chapter hosted its annual 
volleyball tournament. The tourna-
ment featured 23 teams competing 
in the double elimination for cash 
prizes and pride. The tournament 
began at 11:00 a.m. and concluded 
at 6:00 p.m. with The Ballers taking 
the claim as champions. The team 
consisted of Brothers Jared McAdams, 
Steven Meyer, Wade Concacio, and 
Eddie Edmonds.

The tournament, which serves as both 
a great fundraiser and brotherhood 
event, was a true success. Along with 
the volleyball tournament was an 
annual fish fry. The grandparents of 
Brothers John and Mark Peters hosted 
the fish fry. The turnout was great with 
over 250 members, alumni, prospec-
tive rushees, and guests present. This 
event also serves as our major year-
end fundraiser.

Cornell
This year has been, without a doubt, 
the finest year Cornell Acacia has had 
in two decades. It is stunning to think 
that 20 years ago our chapter roster 
had dwindled to less than a dozen 
actives, and that Acacia almost ceased 
to exist at Cornell University. In stark 
contrast to those dark times, we 
initiated 18 new brothers this year, 
including 15 in the spring semester, 
the main semester of rush for Cornell 
students. In less than a year, Cornell 
Acacia will celebrate 100 years of exis-
tence, a proud feat for all members 
past and present.

The fall semester started off with a 
BBQ, had some amazing social events 
in the middle, and ended with the 
initiation of three new brothers. Our 
chapter worked hard to increase

The California Chapter house, following 
recent restoration efforts.



looking forward to another extremely 
successful basketball season this 
winter. Philanthropy-wise, we came 
in second place (out of 18 teams) in 
Delta Gamma’s annual Anchor Splash. 
We also finished within the top eight 
teams (out of 34 total) in Kappa Alpha 
Theta’s annual Theta Hoops basket-
ball tournament.

We have also completed a strategic 
plan for our chapter entitled Realizing 
Our Potential. In accordance with the 
national strategic plan Rising to the 
Challenge, our newly developed docu-
ment provides the Illinois Chapter with 
the long- and short-term goals and 
assessments necessary for our success 
on into the next century.

April 28, 2006 marked the Centennial 
Anniversary for the Illinois Chapter. 
We are looking forward to our Cen-
tennial Celebration taking place 
during the Homecoming Weekend 

the fall of 2005, roughly 95 percent of 
all membership dues have been paid 
in full. The remaining five percent of 
outstanding dues are currently on a 
payment plan. We feel that this can 
be accredited to a new structure of 
house bills, which itemize every cost 
that is covered by the dues. On ano-
ther positive note, we operated effec-
tively within our overall budget for the 
semester. We were forced to cut back 
in certain areas to account for hidden 
costs. However, these costs have been 
noted and will be accounted for by the 
next Executive Board.

As you all can see, the Illinois Chapter 
is undergoing many internal changes 
that are beginning the affect the chap-
ter itself in a positive manner. We have 
realized many achievements outside 
the house as well. In the intramural 
sport realm, Illlinois Acacia reached the 
semifinals for both soccer and foot-
ball in the Greek leagues. We are also 

The biggest event will take place at the 
end of next school year, when Cornell 
Acacia celebrates its centennial. Our 
alumni and actives have been working 
together to plan many events for a 
large alumni reunion, and several key 
alumni and actives have been working 
together on a book project about the 
history of Cornell Acacia. Additionally, 
Brother Alumnus David Fischell re-
turned to Ithaca to inform the actives 
that he, Brother Alumnus Bill Utic and 
others were going to host a party at the 
house in August 2007 for alumni and 
actives, that “would be the likes of 
which the house has never seen.” On 
behalf of all the actives, we can’t wait!

Several actives will eagerly attend 
Conclave in St. Louis this summer, and 
hope to bring many awards home to 
Cornell. In the Cornell Greek com-
munity, Acacia won the award for 
Outstanding Facility and Financial 
Management, and was nominated for 

exposure on campus through great, 
well-run social events and our annual 
campus philanthropy event, Santa’s 
College Days. In its second year now, 
Santa’s College Days raised $600 for 
the American Cancer Society by taking 
pictures of Cornell students with vari-
ous brothers dressed as Santa Claus. 
We worked with several sororities on 
campus to advertise and run the event, 
and we expect even greater success 
next year. All of the great publicity led 
to our large spring pledge class, which 
we believe to be the largest in over 
25 years. Our 15 pledges came from a 
diversity of backgrounds and academic 
fields. The pledge class unity was the 
best that any current brothers could 
remember, and the guys were a lot of 
fun to have as pledges. They participa-
ted in the first annual Pledge Olympics 
at Cornell, and are leaders on campus 
in various clubs. They are ambitious 
leaders, and the future of the house is 
bright with them in the picture.
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several others, including Outstanding 
Chapter. We are all very proud of our 
successes this year, and look forward 
to many more great years in the next 
century of Cornell Acacia.

Illinois
Upon entering the 2005-06 academic 
year, the relocation of the Illinois 
Chapter house to 211 East Daniel 
promised to be the catalyst needed 
in order to initiate a holistic house 
reformation plan. From the revised 
allocation of house funds to the modi-
fication of ritual education, the house 
is now focusing its efforts inwards in 
order to generate the desired outward 
results. We, as a chapter, are proud of 
all that has been accomplished in the 
past year and we are most definitely 
looking forward to our bright future 
atop the Greek fraternal system.

Following the initiation of 30 new 
members from the 2004-05 academic 
year, the Illinois Chapter has, yet again, 
initiated a well-rounded class of young 
men who embody the teachings, prin-
ciples, and ideals for which Acacia 
stands. There were four neophytes 
who were unable to attend the fall 
2005 I-Week due to personal obliga-
tions, however they will return during 
the spring of 2006 to satisfy their 
pledgeship responsibilities and to 
complete their pre-membership 
education. With the addition of the 
aforementioned new initiates, the 
total number of active members is 
brought to 84. This number is repre-
sentative of a healthy level at which 
the Illinois Chapter is able to operate 
and function.

At this time, we are looking forward to 
kicking off what we expect will be a 
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successful spring rush. With the sup-
port of a social calendar encompass-
ing eight sororities, several brother-
hood events, and over ten chapter 
events, we are looking forward to ex-
panding our membership. Due to our 
inherent ability to remain one of the 
premier fraternities on campus, we will 
be functioning at a maximum capa-
city of 43 members living in the house.

Along with the amplification of our 
membership base, our Fraternity has 
been able to improve many compo-
nents of our inner fraternal experi-
ence as well. The appointment of a 
new food service manager has resulted 
in a much increased cooking regimen. 
Working with a rotating six-week 
schedule of differing meals, the chap-
ter is very pleased with the chef pro-
vided by Foudini’s Catering Service. 
The implementation of several new 
policies regarding quiet time and 
study hours has been set in place in 
order to benefit all members of the 
chapter. A more strict adherence to 
these policies will most definitely 
yield the desired results, such as an 
increase in the house cumulative GPA. 
Along with the food situation, our tech-
nological state of affairs has notice-
ably improved as well. A computer 
lab — complete with three new com-
puters, monitors, scanners, printers, 
and internet access — has been suc-
cessfully installed in the basement of 
the house, away from all distraction.

The Illinois Chapter has also seen in-
creased chapter attendance and parti-
cipation due to a policy attaching 
social eligibility to chapter attendance. 
Alongside the physical betterment 
of the chapter, the financial status of 
the house has advanced as well. For 

Brothers of the Illinois Chapter.Brothers of the Cornell Chapter.
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of 2006. Please contact us if you are 
interested in getting involved.

Feel free to stop on by and say hello 
to all the brothers at the University  
of Illinois. We’d love to see you!

Illinois Wesleyan
Over the past two years, the Illinois 
Wesleyan Chapter of Acacia has truly 
flourished. Despite changing houses 
and changes in the University’s Greek 
advising staff, the chapter has perse-
vered, rolled with the punches and 
come out on top.

In the fall of 2004, the school year be-
gan with just seven Acacians, three  
of whom were beginning their first 
full year as active members. Fall rush 
proved to be a test of each individual’s 
rushing capabilities, and through the 
hard work of every member, the chap-
ter pledged and initiated seven new 
members, doubling the house in a 
semester. The spring marked the initia-
tion of three more new Acacians, and 
another six joined in the fall of 2005. 
In just three semesters, the chapter 
tripled in size, and with the surge of 
new members, many other aspects 
of the chapter begin to improve.

Acacia’s motto is Human Service and 
this chapter has taken this to heart. 
Over the course of four semesters, 
IWU Acacia has participated in the 
Acacia Claus Toy Drive, held a can 
drive, done landscaping and grounds 
keeping for a local hospital and a local 
day care center, and held a benefit 
concert for a friend of the house who 
was seriously injured in a car accident. 
These things are just what the chapter 
has participated in as a whole. Indivi-
dual members volunteer their time 

around campus, and a band of several 
members played as many as 15 benefit 
shows for various on- and off-campus 
organizations.

The spirit of human service is reflected 
in the chapter’s everyday life. Each 
member is willing to help those in 
need, from moving furniture to push-
ing stalled cars to offering a helping 
hand with academics.

In the preamble of our constitution, it 
states that we are to “prepare ourselves 
as educated men, to take a more active 
part and to have a greater influence in 
the affairs of the community in which 
we may reside.”  The Illinois Weslyan 
Chapter of Acacia has been striving 
to do just that. Recently, the chapter 
received an award for highest new 
member GPA, and exceeded the Greek 
average on campus. Education is a 
major focus for the chapter, as well 
as campus involvement. Currently, 
Acacians serve as Treasurer and Vice 
President of Recruitment of the IWU 
Interfraternity Council, president of 
the Radical Liberals, and president 
of International House. Members are 
also involved with student senate, 
several music ensembles, Capoiera 
Club (founded by an Acacian), intra-
mural basketball, and a local softball 
league. Our Venerable Dean also help-
ed organize a Fraternity President 
Round Table to promote the Greek 
community at Illinois Wesleyan.

The Acacians of IWU are a truly unique 
group of young men, diverse in back-
ground, culture, major, and ideology, 
and yet, our brotherhood is stronger 
than ever. We pride ourselves on being 
such a tight knit chapter, where every 
member knows every other member 

on a very personal level. Our growth 
and success over the last two years has 
only inspired further advancement. We 
want more members, more involve-
ment, more philanthropic endeavors, 
and above all, to seek the truth, and 
knowing it, give light to those with 
whom me may be associated as we 
travel along life’s pathway.

The recent growth of the chapter  
has placed us in temporary housing 
for the coming year, and we see this 
as an opportunity to grow closer to 
our current members, show poten-
tial members the family that we’ve 
become, and to hone the rushing 
skills of our new members. We have 
enjoyed great success as of late, and 
we show no signs of stopping now. 
This chapter will be diving into next 
semester head on, and expecting 
nothing but the best from each and 
every member.

Indiana
The Indiana Chapter had a very event-
ful academic year. Last August we 
returned to a fully renovated chapter 
house thanks to our generous alumni 
and corporation board. These major 
improvements assisted greatly in rush. 
Brothers from other chapters were the 
first ones to spend time in the newly 
renovated house during the Acacia 
Leadership Academy.

There were two classes initiated during 
the school year. In October 2005 the 
chapter initiated 15 new brothers. 
That was followed by the initiation 
of 27 new brothers in February 2006, 
which brought our chapter roll to 2213. 

Our philanthropy events were well 
received. The Toys for Tots drive was a 
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great success and it provided the bro-
thers with the opportunity to personal-
ly recognize just how fortunate each 
of us is and how much we need to do 
to help those less fortunate than we 
are. The Water Ball competition also 
raised funds for Bloomington groups. 
The Bloomington Fire Department is 
a great co-sponsor of this event that 
involves other campus organizations 
as well as community groups.

We continue to make strides in the im-
provement of the house grade point 
average as well as our individual efforts. 
This spring the annual scholarship ban-
quet was held and $2,700 in academic 
recognition awards courtesy of the 
Indiana Chapter alumni were awarded 
to Brothers Michael Hart, Jason Horne, 
Patrick Sullivan, Matt Orschein, Jeremy 
Rudkin, Scott Good, Greg Hicks, and 
Matt Kapusta. In addition to these 
awards, Brother Andy Cvengros was 
selected as the Arthur D. Lautzenhesier 
Scholarship recipient and received a 
$3,500 award.

Our Little 500 team continued the 
tradition that has been part of Acacia 
since the inception of that race in the 
mid-1950s. This event, modeled after 
the Indy 500, is the capstone of the 
school year for IU fraternities and 
housing units. We have won the race 
three times and nearly done so a 
dozen or more times, finishing the 
50-mile race in the top five. This year 
we finished third, one-half a wheel 
behind Dodds House, while our frater-
nity neighbor, the Alpha Tau Omegas 
took the checkered flag nearly a full 
lap ahead of the other 32 teams. We 
owe a special debt to all of our riders:
Andy Cvengros, Carl Eveleigh, Adam 
Mahomed, and Pat Ahlberg. Andy 

graduated but with three veterans 
back next year, Acacia will be in the 
hunt for our fourth checkered flag.

Our intramural program saw us well 
represented in a variety of activities. 
Brother Patrick Zimmerman was selec-
ted to chair the intramural program 
for IU this year and did an excellent 
job. Brother Paul Reaumond joined 
other spring break students and jour-
neyed to the Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated area to help with the clean up. 
The chapter also provided funds for 
use by LSU Chapter brothers through 
the special fund drive established by 
the Acacia Fraternity Foundation.

We would also like to thank our new 
House Director, Roger Kelley, for a 
great year. Roger came to us at the 
beginning of the fall semester and has 
been an active part of the growth of 
the Indiana Chapter. Thanks, Roger! 
We look forward to many more years 
with you at Acacia.

This has been a challenging year for 
the chapter and its alumni. We look 
forward to continued progress with 
our alumni relations program and 
want to thank the alumni who give 
freely of their time and money to 
assist the chapter as it strives to meet 
the challenges set forth in the Stra-
tegic Plan. We are Acacians and are 
proud of it!

Iowa State
Last semester went by quickly for the 
Iowa State Chapter. Our young men 
have been keeping busy doing all the 
usual things. We had our Greek Week, 
where we placed third in athletic tour-
naments, third in community service 
hours served by members, and second 

in the Greek Olympics — putting us in 
fourth place overall. We also raised 
almost $500 for the Special Olympics 
through Polar Bear Plunge, an event 
in which nine of our men solicited 
pledges of money for them to jump 
into Lake Laverne in early April.

Another example of human service 
that our members have been involved 
in this last year is the chapter’s spon-
sorship of the non-profit organization 
Pages of Promise. This organization 
was started three years ago by one of 
our brothers who was traveling in 
Africa and saw the lack of educational 
materials available to students there. 
The Iowa State Chapter raised the 
money to send 10,000 books to Africa 
again this semester. This is something 
that we are very proud of.

It has been a very international year 
for the men of Acacia, with two bro-
thers studying abroad in Australia, one 
brother on a mission trip in Chile, 
brothers in Costa Rica and the United 
Kingdom for the summer, and one 
brother traveling to Israel to fulfill his 
duties in the United States Marine 
Corp. These opportunities to travel 
allow our members to have amazing 
experiences, and we always look for-
ward to their updates as well as their 
safe return.

Physical improvements to our house 
are taking place this summer as well. 
The restrooms on the second and 
third floors are being remodeled, and 
they are already starting to look much 
nicer. We have put in new tile floors, 
new lighting fixtures, and are in the 
process of repainting all of them and 
replacing the showers. These improve-
ments are making the restrooms much 
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more modern, and also much nicer. 
Hopefully, we can continue to build 
on these improvements as the years 
go on, and we hope to be able to 
remodel the basement of the house 
next summer.

Things are going well for the Iowa 
State Chapter. We are very proud of 
our house and our accomplishments, 
and we invite any alumni, relative or 
friend of the fraternity to stop by at 
any time so that we can give you a 
tour of the house.

Kansas State
Over the weekend of April 22, the 
Kansas State Chapter continued its 
commitment to campus leadership 
by hosting a seminar focused on 
Acacia’s proud past and its promising 
future, while providing various leader-
ship training sessions for nearly 60 
members, alumni and friends. The 
chapter also honored the contribu-
tions of the late Sam Unger, Kansas 
State ’58.

Civic and active leadership was the 
central theme of each presenter, 
which included Professor Todd Wells 
of K-State’s Leadership Studies and 
Programs Department, Chapter 
Leadership Director & House Mother 
Ann Domsch, and current members 
of the house. With more than 1,100 
brothers initiated, our chapter offers 
the only in-house leadership program 
in the K-State Greek community, which 
teaches skills such as communication 
and teamwork.

This innovative leadership training 
series, called CORE (Coordinated 
Opportunities Resulting in Excellence), 
is offered several times during the 

semester. Partnering with K-State’s 
Leadership Studies and Programs 
Department, CORE teaches relevant, 
practical skills to ensure a successful 
campus and professional experience. 
Past presenters include several K-State 
Deans and alumni. The Kansas State 
Chapter also offers tuition scholar-
ships for all members who enroll in 
leadership classes.

A luncheon tribute was also held in 
honor of the late Samuel Galen Unger. 
A 1961 graduate of Kansas State with 
a degree in agricultural economics, 
Brother Unger was posthumously 
awarded the Acacia Fraternity Award 
of Merit. During college, Sam held 
several offices within the Fraternity, 
including Venerable Dean, and also 
was a member of the Blue Key honor 
society. Sam also held offices in the 
Acacia Alumni Association from 1967 
to 1982. His widow, Kansas State Vice 
Provost Elizabeth Unger, accepted the 
award on his behalf.

Sam joins eight other K-State Acacians 
who have received the Award of Merit. 
Acacia Fraternity has been a part of 
Kansas State University since 1913. 
The fraternity’s rich tradition includes 
having five buildings on campus 
named after Acacians.

Miami of Ohio
After several years of decreasing num-
bers, the Miami of Ohio Chapter has 
nearly doubled in size, bringing our 
total active roster to 25 men. This past 
spring’s pledge class marked our big-
gest class in several years and our re-
tention rate was 100 percent for the 
entire year. We are very excited to see 
what our new members do with the 
house now that they make up more 
than half of our chapter.

We also participated in several philan-
thropies this past spring that we had 
not been able to do in recent years 
due to our small numbers. We com-
peted in Delta Gamma’s Anchor Splash 
as well as Delta Zeta’s Puttin’ on the Hits. 
Our Puttin’ on the Hits team was 
coached by the girlfriend of one of 
our brothers, and they practiced 
every night for weeks in preparation 
for the event. The event went very 
well, with a great response from the 
crowd for our routine.

Over the past year our housing cor-
poration has put more than $30,000 
into renovations of our chapter house. 
These included new bathrooms, carpet 
and couches for the basement, as well 
as a pool table and a ping-pong table.

Fall recruitment is already underway 
with two accepted bids for our fall 
pledge class and strong recruitment 
chairs to lead the way to a strong 
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pledge class. We look forward to ano-
ther year of growth and community 
involvement for our chapter when we 
return in the fall.

Missouri
The Missouri Chapter recently cele-
brated its one-year anniversary since 
being refounded, and we are starting 
to prepare for our chapter centennial 
in May of 2007. We continue to be 
one of the most active fraternities on 
campus, and plan on continuing this 
effort for years to come. Our mission as 
a chapter is to help bring the percep-
tion of fraternities on our campus into 
a more positive light, and to have a 
greater impact on our local commu-
nity. In the past year we have received 
several awards for these efforts, in-
cluding the Community Leadership 
Award presented by Greek Life and a 
first place award from GAMMA (Greeks 
Advocating the Mature Management 
of Alcohol).

We were very successful in our efforts 
with Greek Week, taking first place in 
fling and programming, while placing 
fourth overall. Our partners were ADPi 
and Delta Upsilon, and we are very 
grateful for their efforts and support 
throughout the events. We are also 
continuing our tradition of Human 
Service by participating in philanthro-
pies such as Phi Mu’s Miracle Man, 
Kickin’ It with ADPi, and Karnabali, a 
charity carnival put on during home-
coming. We are going to hold our 
own revamped philanthropy this fall 
on September 17-23.

We would like to invite all alumni to 
return to campus and participate in 
our alumni weekend (October 20-22), 
which will coincide with homecoming. 

Come and watch your Mizzou Tigers 
take on Kansas State! If you are inter-
ested in participating, please don’t 
hesitate to get in contact through 
our website at www.acaciamu.org.

Morningside
This year we have done a lot to en-
hance our brotherhood. We restarted 
Greek Week at our college, and al-
though we didn’t win the competition 
we still feel that it was a victory for us. 
Not only did it bring us all closer to-
gether, but it was a chance for our 
presence to be felt in the Greek com-
munity since we are a relatively new, 
smaller fraternity on campus.

This year eight new members were 
initiated — four in the first semester 
and three in the second semester, with 
one Honorary. We are very excited to 
call them all brother. We know they will 
do many amazing things and create 
a better brotherhood not only for the 
Morningside Chapter, but the Inter-

national Fraternity as well. Unfortu-
nately, we are losing seven incredible 
brothers this year. They have really 
shaped our chapter to how it is today. 
They have worked tirelessly to keep 
our chapter alive, as well as bring a 
good name to the Fraternity and  
the college.

This year we were involved in many 
things. We have decided that we are 
going to continue working with area 
schools for our philanthropy projects. 
We have been working with Coving-
ton Elementary in South Sioux City 
for three years now. One other thing 
that we started last year that we are 
going to continue to do is participate 
in an autism night. One evening in 
December, all of us go to help out with 
autistic kids. We play games and do 
arts and crafts with them, and every-
one has a good time. The night was 
created to allow the parents of the 
autistic children to have some alone 
time to shop or just relax. We also have 

The brothers of the Morningside Chapter.

Kansas State Brother Samuel Galen Unger, 
circa 1960.
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created a presence in the community 
through helping with a carnival, cam-
pus activities, blood drives, and help-
ing with the local Boys and Girls Clubs.

This coming year marks the tenth 
anniversary of our charter, so we are 
excited to celebrate this exciting time 
in the life of the Morningside Chapter. 
We have ten guys going into the fall 
semester, and we feel that next year 
our numbers can double. We are all 
very excited about rush and the next 
year in the life of Acacia at Morningside. 
We are looking forward to meeting 
with the other chapters at Conclave 
and learning a lot this year. See you 
in St. Louis!

Northwestern Oklahoma State
It was another successful year for the 
Northwestern Oklahoma State Chap-
ter. We had two very successful rushes 
for the fall and spring semesters. With 
activities such as bowling, fajita and 
piñata night, and a homerun derby, 
both rush weeks were fun for the 
whole chapter and the prospects. We 

brought our numbers up significantly 
from 12 to 21. The new members are 
of high character and we are all very 
excited to see where they will take  
us in the future.

In other news, our chapter won the 
annual haunted house room decorat-
ing contest sponsored by our Student 
Government Association for the se-
cond year in a row. Our annual holiday 
toy drive was also very successful once 
again this year. We raised money for 
the children of mothers at a drug treat-
ment clinic in a nearby town. We then 
purchased the gifts, wrapped them 
and had Santa personally deliver the 
toys to the children. Seeing the looks 
on all the children’s faces as they open-
ed their gifts made the toy drive well 
worth our effort. The chapter also 
raised nearly $900 for the Salvation 
Army by serving as bell ringers during 
Christmas break.

Our annual Mr. Cinderfella Pageant was 
the best it’s been since we started 
hosting the contest three years ago. 

The pageant was well organized and 
the contestants were all very funny. 
For Greek Week, we brought in Bro-
ther Doug McCraw to perform his 
hypnotist show. He was very funny 
and we can’t thank him enough for 
taking the time to visit us and for 
giving us such a great deal.

Brother Eric Wheeler was elected as 
SGA president and he also ran in his 
first marathon in the Oklahoma City 
Memorial Marathon in April. Brother 
Court Lane has joined the army and 
the whole chapter will miss him 
greatly. Our end-of-year formal was 
a good time for everyone and we 
are looking ahead to next year with 
much excitement.
 
Penn State
Success. That is the word that best 
describes this semester for the Penn 
State Chapter. It is amazing what we 
have accomplished over the past 
semester as one of the best and most 
respected Greek organizations here 
at Penn State. We were officially recog-
nized by the university as an exem-
plary chapter that embodies their ex-
pectations — earning the recognition 
of being a Chapter of Excellence. This 
acknowledgment is one of the most 
admirable awards that a chapter can 
receive. All the qualities that our fra-
ternity encompasses — the unified 
brotherhood, the leadership that we 
all exemplify, and the responsibility 
that we all conduct in our daily lives 
— were reviewed by the university’s 
top administration, and as a chapter 
we demonstrated exactly what they 
were looking for. 

In addition to being honored with 
the Chapter of Excellence Award at 
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this year’s Greek Oscars, Kevin Cheese-
brough, our chapter advisor, won Best 
Greek Advisor of the Year for the second 
year in a row. Also, one of our esteem-
ed brothers, Keith Ruzomberka, re-
ceived the Unsung Hero Award, and we 
were named the Overall Intramural 
Sports Champions for the sixth year 
in a row. 

On the philanthropy side, we contin-
ued our success in the PSU Dance 
Marathon by placing first in spirit and 
fourth in total money raised. We have 
also strengthened our Acacia Cares 
community service program and regu-
larly participate in service events spon-
sored by other Greek organizations.

Finally, we have successfully initiated 
26 new brothers in the last few months, 
all of whom strive to be an integral 
piece of our fraternal puzzle. We also 
couldn’t be more ecstatic with how 
both initiations were performed by our 
chapter. Our unified spirit and dedica-
tion to our cause has made this past 
semester one of the best that our 
brotherhood has ever experienced.

Pittsburgh/Johnstown
The University of Pittsburgh at Johns-
town Chapter has seen many changes 
and improvements over the past year. 
The previous executive board did an 
amazing job paving new pathways 
into the future that the current board 
will continue to follow and excel on.

This past semester has brought about 
many positives that our chapter has 
not seen for quite some time. We con-
tinue to be the largest and most active 
fraternity on our campus, completing 
the most human service projects and 
philanthropy events. We were also 

able to raise close to $2,000 for our 
own chapter expenses. Some of this 
money was sent to National to help 
close the door on our debt. This has 
been the major event that we have 
been working hard at to finally see 
come to a close. We all are entering 
next year with high hopes of finally 
seeing our debt with headquarters 
become non-existent.

We also completed the 29th Annual 
March of Dimes Jog-A-Thon and raised 
close to $1,500 to be sent to the March 
of Dimes Foundation. Our own house 
manager, Jim Kording, worked endless-
ly for the campus Student Senate, and 
was then elected Student Senate Vice 
President. Alongside him stands ano-
ther Greek from our campus as presi-
dent. The campus has not seen the 
Student Body governed by two Greeks 
for quite some time now, and we be-
lieve that they will do a wonderful job.

All of the brothers from our chapter 
have been working hard to bring up 
our house GPA, and have finally seen 
some increases. This past semester, 
the entire Greek system was able to 
surpass the independents and have 
a higher GPA. We all feel great pride 
in this, and will continue to work to 
bring it up.

The semester came to a close with the 
initiation of 11 strong new members. 
They all worked hard throughout the 
semester and really came together by 
the end. We all anticipate their arrival 
in the chapter house next semester 
because we all know that they are very 
hardworking and bright individuals. 
They will continue to strengthen our 
fraternity and continue our great repu-
tation on our campus.

Saint Cloud State
This year has greeted our chapter with 
both challenges and accomplishments. 
Last summer saw the completion of 
the much needed roof repairs to the 
chapter house at a cost of $27,000.

Our very active Alumni Board has been 
working with the chapter to raise funds 
through several annual events, such 
as our alumni golf outing and silent 
auction. This annual event will be held 
this fall on September 30. One of the 
most anticipated alumni events each 
year, it provides alumni and actives the 
opportunity to strengthen the ties 
while raising money for the chapter. 
Also underway are plans for the 30th 
anniversary celebration of the charter-
ing of the Saint Cloud State Chapter. 
Our 25th Anniversary Celebration was 
extremely successful, with over 200 
persons in attendance, and we plan 
on having twice that number at our 
30-year event.

This past spring saw many of our 
younger brothers step up into leader-
ship positions, as many of our active 
upperclassmen graduated. The new 
executive board brings a lot of new 
energy to the fraternity, and the chap-
ter is gaining momentum. Chapter in-
volvement has increased substan-
tially in both brotherhood events as 
well as the Greek system. The chapter 
once again obtained the highest GPA 
of any social fraternity on campus, 
and continues to excel academically.

This semester the chapter initiated 
three new, highly motivated brothers. 
These newly actives have been very 
involved in the fraternity and we ex-
pect great things of them. The chapter 
has been working hard on the fall rush 

Penn State Wins Big At Greek Oscars

The brothers of the Northwestern Oklahoma State Chapter.



throughout the year, the new mem-
bers are excited and eager to parti-
cipate within the Fraternity, with 
four already having run to hold execu-
tive positions.

After being unrecognized by the 
university for the past four years, the 
chapter has recently shown a growing 
interest in becoming more involved 
in university Greek life and the commu-
nity, resulting in being accepted back 
by the university and retaining a 
status of being officially on campus 
once again. With the spring semester 
also came our annual Founder Day’s 
celebration, which marked our 40th 
year as a chapter of Acacia Fraternity.

The end of the year, however, was 
marked with another drastic change 
for the chapter with a move, once 
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schedule, as well as a few summer rush 
events. We will also be participating 
in a formal summer/fall rush with the 
IFC — an event not seen in many years 
at Saint Cloud State. We anticipate a 
very successful fall rush with all mem-
bers serving Acacia to the best of their 
ability. With very strong brotherhood 
and highly motivated members, this 
year should be a very strong one for 
the Saint Cloud State Chapter.

Shippensburg
After graduating a large senior class 
this past year, our chapter was left 
with a rather young and inexperienced 
group of men within the house. How-
ever, the 2005-06 school year was an 
impressive year of transition for our 
chapter. While the quantity of new 
initiates was somewhat down, with 
the initiation of only six new members 

again, from our chapter house. The 
chapter has acquired a residence on 
Greek Row and will be once again 
living among the Greek community 
at Shippensburg University.

Texas
The Texas Chapter is proud to call our-
selves a true part of Acacia Fraternity 
once more. This semester we have 
worked hard to get our name out  
on campus and reconnect with our 
alumni. We also accomplished two  
of the goals set by our re-founding 
fathers: getting chartered and moving 
back into our original fraternity house. 
We hope that this semester will only 
take us further on our journey to 
bring Acacia back to The University 
of Texas at Austin in full force.

For our philanthropy this semester, we 
put on the first annual Acacia Dodge-
ball Tournament. Although we didn’t 
get many teams out this year, we hope 
to build upon this event and make it a 
recognized philanthropic event at UT. 
We donated this year’s proceeds to Any 
Baby Can, a non-profit organization 
benefiting those kids that suffer from 
children’s diseases. We hope to put on 
the second annual tournament this 
fall at our new house.

Acacia is now a recognizable name on 
the UT campus. We were recognized 
at UT’s Order of Omega Awards with 
the Vision Award. This award recognizes 
the fraternity or sorority that best ex-
emplifies the qualities of its founders 
— in our case, leadership and distinc-
tiveness among mankind. Andrew 
Chew and Evan Sylvester also received 
individual awards from the Order of 
Omega. We were the only IFC frater-
nity to attend and win an award.

Texas Chapter Poised For Even Greater Success
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As a result of another successfully exe-
cuted recruitment, helmed by Rush 
Captain Evan Sylvester, we were able 
to rush a large group of men and 
narrow our selection to six outstand-
ing pledge candidates. All six who re-
ceived bids signed and pledged — 
maintaining our good record of reten-
tion. The active brothers have been 
impressed from the start with this 
fine group. Each and every one is a 
great future Acacian.

Big Brother assignments came during 
the second week, and the fraternity 
family received their pledges with 
pride. Each pledge has demonstrated 
a dedication towards learning and 
practicing the values and motto of 
our Fraternity. 

In the next semester, we would like to 
increase our involvement both at our 
own campus and with other chapters 
of Acacia. We are glad to be the newest 
charter of Acacia Fraternity, but we 
know there is still a long road ahead of 
us. This semester is only the beginning.

Western Ontario Colony
Greetings from the Western Ontario 
Colony! This past year has been an 
amazing time for us as we worked 
through achieving colony status at 
UWO and went through our first re-
cruitment period. We are currently at 
17 active members and have begun 
working on our fall recruitment plans.

After a lot of work we were finally in-
vited to attend the IFC elections meet-
ing and managed to elect Brother 
Ryan Gauss as the Public Relations 
Chairman on the IFC! In addition, we 
were assured that Acacia would have 
a full and active role in the IFC.

On the housing front, we were able to 
secure a house only two blocks from 
campus. This five-bedroom house will 
enable us to have a true chapter house 
and will greatly aid us in competing 
with our fellow fraternities. We are 
looking forward to hosting visitors 
from other chapters in the fall as we 
continue to visit chapters nearby.

Finally, our local alumni continue to 
play a major role in the development 
of our colony and we would like to 
thank them for their support. We could 
not have done this without them.

Wisconsin
The Wisconsin Chapter is, without a 
doubt, in a time of transition. Our 
chapter has become much younger 
with the graduation of many notable 
seniors. While there is a loss of leader-
ship and experience with the depart-
ing brothers, the younger brothers 
bring a new level of enthusiasm and 
dedication to the house, and are 
already very active in the affairs of 
our chapter.

Fall rush looks to be promising this 
year. We have two very capable and 
dedicated rush chairmen, who have 
already worked out plans for fall rush. 
They have developed several new 
ideas to recruit potential new mem-
bers and make our name stand out 
in the University of Wisconsin Greek 
system. Under the direction of the 
rush chairmen, the entire chapter will 
be making a concerted effort to work 
together and increase our numbers 
here at Wisconsin.

Our house manager, Mike McLean, has 
done a fantastic job making repairs 
to the house over the past year. Our 

father-son fix-up was a great success, 
as our first floor and stairwells have 
been greatly improved. Current pro-
jects for the house include renovating 
our kitchen, thanks in part to a gen-
erous donation made by the family of 
alumnus Bill Andrae.

Staying true to Acacia’s motto of 
Human Service, our chapter participa-
ted in Wisconsin’s annual Humorology 
event, where members of the chapter 
performed song-and-dance routines 
with other fraternities and sororities. 
The event raised thousands of dollars 
for the Chris Farley Foundation and 
Camp Heartland, an organization 
benefiting children with HIV and AIDS. 
On another note, our former philan-
thropy chairman, Dean Toda, put 
much effort into organizing a charity 
pool tournament at a local billiards 
club. The proceeds from the tourna-
ment were donated to the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society.

As we approach the next academic 
year, the future of the Wisconsin Chap-
ter looks bright and brotherhood 
remains strong.

Western Ontario Colony Secures New House

(L-R) International President David J. Allen, Indiana ’57, Order of Pythagoras recipients 
Robert York and Jacob Sloan of the newly rechartered Texas Chapter, and International 
First Vice President Barry F. Baxter, Texas ’77, with the new Texas Charter.
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St. Louis, MO



California
D. Brian Williams, #704 – We’re living in Cairo, 
Egypt now through 2007-08...land of the Mem-
non. Suzanne, Vitali (5), and I are enjoying the 
history and sites and I’m working in the local 
energy industry.

Central Oklahoma
Jack R. Burchfield, #104 – Retired to Austin, TX, 
after selling telephone directory publishing 
companies in Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. 
Served as Founder and President since 1979.

Cincinnati
John B. Skelly, #258 – The bond with brothers 
Prior and Shiffer has been firmly re-established. 
Sadly, Brother Shiffer was killed in an airplane 
crash early this month.

Colorado
Charlie D. Adkins, #605 – Retired from U.S. Army 
and federal government service. Enjoying 
good health while playing golf, participating 
in daily swim session and vigorous water aero-
bics. Received Masters degree from American 
University. Four children and 11 grandchildren.

Cornell
Thomas J. Balcerski, #1063 – I am working on 
Cornell: The First 100 Years, A History of the Cor-
nell Chapter, 1907-2007. Desperately need copies 
of the “Traveler” from 1951 to 1972. Please con-
tact me if you can help. Also, any correspon-
dence other chapters may have saved over 
the years from Cornell. I will return promptly. 
My eMail address is tbalcerski@gmail.com.

East Stroudsburg
Aaron W. Parker, #5 – I am enjoying working for 
the Department of Labor. Belong to several 
aquarium organizations to further my interest 
in fish. I am also writing in hopes that one day 
I will be published.

Emporia State
Vernon E. (Rick) Buck, #29 – Energized by their 
successful 2005 Caribbean cruise, members of 
the Emporia State Acacia Alumni Association 
will hold their annual reunion and business 
meeting in Las Vegas, NV, October 19-22, 2008. 
All Acacians are invited to join the E-State alums 
for fun on the Strip.

Robert T. Franson, #636 – Enjoying retirement 
on the central coast of California, watercolor 
painting and traveling.

E-State Alums Plan Reunion In Vegas
Franklin
John W. Milne, #556 – Ann and I have moved to 
a continuing care retirement community.

Neal H. Silberberg, #576 – I have four children 
and am expecting my 4th grandchild any day.

Illinois
Scott M. Cummings, #1679 – Married Bethany 
Jill Crawford on October 22, 2005; celebrated 
with numerous Acacians from the Heth Chap-
ter. Beginning to work with the newly formed 
Southern California Alumni Group.

Illinois Wesleyan
Daniel F. Bassill, #110 – I am a Commissioner 
for the Illinois Commission for Volunteerism 
and Community Service. My website blog is 
http://tutormentor.blogspot.com.

Phillip Wilson, #231 – Founder and Executive 
Director of the Black AIDS Institute, the only 
Black HIV/AIDS Think Tank in the U.S. I was a 
recent recipient of the Delta Spirit Award from 
the Delta Sigma Theta Los Angeles chapter 
and was given the Discovery Health Channel 
Medical Honor in 2004. 

Indiana
Rue Kent Bates, #391 – Still sticking around at 
83 years old. Wife, Jean, and I celebrated 61 
years of marriage in January, 2006. Looking 
forward to 62 years.

Frank J. Ligas, #1509 – Moved to San Francisco 
to accept a Regional Manager position with 
Boston Scientific in January. Married Janet 
Pugliese in October. Are there any IU brothers 
in the Bay Area?

Thomas J. DeRue, Jr., #1734 – Started as the 
Land Acquisition Manager for KB Home in 
Indianapolis, IN.

Iowa
Jeremy M. Fortier, #784 – Jeremy and wife, Katie, 
received Masters of Project Management 
degrees in December, 2004, and passed the 
Project Manager Professional (PMP) exam in 
August, 2005.

Johns Hopkins
W. Cary Lukins, #66 – I am brokering cruising 
yachts in Annapolis. I dream of the good old 
days of our short-lived chapter.

Kansas
Clyde A. Williams, #574 – We are now enjoying 
our 13th year of retirement. We try to be on the 
road in our RV at least 45 days a year. Knee re-
placement slowed us down this year to about 
28 days.

John N. Drowatzky, #659 – Spent two years at 
Fort Bliss, TX, teaching missile systems; then 
earned a Masters of Science degree at the Uni-
versity of Oregon in 1962 and an Ed.D in 1965. 
Married Linnea Swanson (Alpha Phi) in 1962. 
Became an assistant professor at the Univer-
sity of Toledo in 1965 where our two daughters 
were born – Kara (1965) and Katrina (1974). Be-
came a full professor in 1977, earning my law 
degree in 1979. Was in administration from 
1973-76 and 1985-93. Also authored eight 
textbooks (one translated into Spanish) as 
well as numerous articles. Became professor 
emeritus in 1993, but continue with my love 
of research. 

Miami of Ohio
Brian C. Montgomery, #229 – My son, Clay, was 
initiated into the Ohio State Chapter of Acacia. 
He is currently a senior majoring in criminology.

Michigan
William A. McElfresh, #607 – Retired in 1989 
with 33 years state service and 37 federal from 
Virginia Tech. In my second career, I supervise 
five enumeraters over 23 southwestern Virginia 
counties. I have two daughters and five grand-
children. I made several Acacia football week-
ends in the ’90s and ’00s.

Minnesota
Robert J. Tiffany, #487 – My wife, Clarine, passed 
away February 26, 2006. She is greatly missed 
by her family and a host of friends.

Nebraska
Gordon D. Francis, #504 – Retired from family 
practice of medicine in 2004. Received 50 year 
awards from the Nebraska Medical Society and 
the University of Nebraska College of Medicine, 
Class of 1955. Three children, seven grandchil-
dren and one great-grandchild (including two 
University of Nebraska Acacians, grandsons 
Justin Stine and Andrew Hinton). Retired from 
Air Force Reserve in December 1990, with the 
Air Force Legion of Merit after 42 years.

Thomas C. Macy, #1012 – Named CEO of the 
Nebraska Orthopaedic Hospital in March, 2006.
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New Hampshire
Richard S. Cassin, #1058 – Come to New Hamp-
shire Chapter reunion in Durham at 2006 UNH 
Homecoming! Go to www.acacia-nh.org for 
more details.

Northern Colorado
Charles F. Shaeffer, #182 – Recently celebrated 
my 34th year in business and my 10th anniver-
sary as the organist at Denver Scottish Rite 
Consistory in 2006. My wife will retire at the 
end of 2006 after 37 years of teaching elemen-
tary education.

Northwestern
John W. Plattner, #396 – Recovering nicely from 
knee surgery.

Ohio
Shelby A. Hunt, #215 – My Acacia pin mate, 
Suzanne (Emmert) Hunt and I recently cele-
brated our 43rd wedding anniversary.

Allen R. Kinney, #289 – While attending OU, I 
met my wife, Ann. We started a charter bus 
service that is now celebrating it’s 41st anniver-
sary. Our son and daughter now work with us.

Oklahoma State
Carl A. Scott, #884 – Received the Meritorious 
Civilian Service Award for leading the writing 
team and seeing through to completion the 
new Army Strategy for the Environment. Estab-
lished a significant change from a compliance-
based approach to one of sustainability.

Penn State
Robert A. Shaw, #522 – A contingent of Penn 
State Acacians have sustained connections 
with visits, Elderhostels, ski trips and a 48 year 
tradition of New Year’s Eve parties in Philadel-
phia since our years in Acacia (1956-62).

Lauren B. Meiswinkel, #530 – Director of Laurel 
of the Cove, Inc., a non-profit religious and 
educational ministry that operates a retreat 
center. I am a retired college speech professor 
and retired Methodist minister. I also do volun-
teer visitation ministry for a large church, and 
my wife and I give more than 100 slide presen-
tations each year to retirement and assisted 
living homes.

Purdue
Thomas A. Smith, #804 – I retired in July 2005 
as Director of Facilities at Ball State University, 

after nearly 18 years. Prior to this I worked for 
Chevrolet Division of GMC as Plant Engineer 
for over 24 years. Currently enjoying my grand-
children and promoting my rural heritage of 
antique tractors. I remain active in local civic 
activities in Delaware County.

William J. Greer, #533 – Carolyn and I enjoy our 
four grandchildren and two great-grandchil-
dren. The latest, born last summer, is named 
William Conrad.

George E. Gillespie, #869 – Appointed president 
of Construction Metal, Inc. in Ontario, CA.

William H. Strong, #1093 – My oldest son, Ryan, 
is now a second year law student at Kent Law 
School in Chicago. My middle child, Fletcher, 
is working for the Chief Financial Officer at the 
U.S. Department of Labor in Washington, D.C. 
He is applying to law school this winter. Our 
youngest child, Meredith, is a freshman at 
Pepperdine University in Malibu, CA.

Brian M. Giffin, #1483 – Regional Counsel for 
KB Home, based in Indianapolis, IN.

Christopher J. Walsh, #1628 – My sister and I 
have started a company remodeling houses. 
We are currently working on our first house 
with the hope of either renting it out or selling 
it once we complete the remodel.

Dustin Kraemer, #1771 – Finished Nuclear Power 
School and will be starting Nuclear Prototype 
in Charleston, SC, prior to Submarine Officer 
Basic Course in Connecticut. I will then most 
likely be on a fast attack submarine out of 
Pearl Harbor.

Richard L. Pottenger, #901 – Retired from Lock-
heed Martin-KAPL, Inc. in Schenectady, NY, on 
March 1, 2006 after 24 years as an HR Manager.

Rensselaer
David R. Quick, #687 – My wife, Sam, and I had 
our second child, Geoffrey Vincent, on Septem-
ber 4, 2005. His brother, Gregory Leonard, is 
now four years old.

Texas
Jerry B. Holmes, #252 – Retired from Exxon 
Mobil. Active in the National Railway Historical 
Society and stock market investing.

UCLA
Knox Williams, #40 – My grandson, Case Knox 
Colaw, is a junior at UCLA. Case’s father, Thierry 
Colaw, is a 1974 graduate of UCLA, which makes 
Case a third generation Bruin.

John S. “Skip” Mays, #73 – 1953 was a great 
year... “Spring Sing Sweepstakes” winner with 
Chi Omega. Many super memories and many 
close friendships.

Washington State
Dale A. Kjack, #230 – Sold Express Personnel 
Service in 2003, after being in the employment 
business for 34 years. I’m presently the owner/
operator of an ice company and assist my wife 
with a retail antiques business.

Warren L. (Bud) Anderson, #286 – I’m an Electrical 
Engineer with Tesoro Refinery in Anacortes, WA.

Wisconsin
Donald J. Hoeppner, #537 – The 74-year-old 
Brookfield resident regularly competes in 
athletic events through the Wisconsin Senior 
Olympics. Over the 19 years he’s competed, 
this versatile athlete has amassed 153 gold, 
silver and bronze medals. His talent has not 
gone unnoticed – he was one of five indivi-
duals inducted into the group’s Hall of Fame 
for 2005. Hoeppner, an all-around athlete, 
competes in volleyball, basketball, softball, 
track and swimming. Don isn’t the only athlete 
in the family. His wife of 50 years, Nancy, 73, 
competes in shuffleboard, dart ball, lawn 
bowling and horseshoes. While some people 
slow down during their senior years, the 
Hoeppners are enjoying their retirement 
years to the fullest.

Jack H. Maxfield, #426 – 90 years old and still 
kicking!  Have a good year.

Alvin A. Greason, #566 – Completed 12 years of 
retirement.  Serve on both local town board 
and county board. Attended 349th Green Bay 
Packer home game.

Norbert A. Bybee, #623 – My wife, Faith, and I 
met through Acacia on a blind date for a fra-
ternity house party in Madison, WI. We will 
celebrate our 43rd wedding anniversary in 
October, 2006.

New Hampshire Plans Homecoming Reunion
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James E. Bieber, 1928-2005
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The following is an excerpt from the 
eulogy delivered by International 
Counselor Greg Owen, Carleton ’88.

Our founders knew that as pledges 
we were beginning a journey full of 
excitement and promise. They also 
knew that one day our journey on the 
earth would come to an end and when 
it did, that we should welcome the 
next journey without fear and knowing 
we had lived our lives with integrity 
and to the fullest.

Jim was a very active member of Acacia 
Fraternity who lived his life as the Code 
encourages. He was initiated in 1951 
with a roll number of 138, only two 
years after the chapter at the University 
of New Hampshire opened. Over the 
next 54 years, Jim was a leader in the 
Fraternity and a fixture at many Acacia 
events, both in New Hampshire and 
across North America. With his very 
good friend Fred Browning, he became 
known as one-half of the B Squareds, 
bringing joy, laughter and T-shirts with 
their faces on them to brothers all 
across the country.

I first met Jim, alongside Fred, at the 
Fraternity’s convention in New Orleans 
in 1988. I was 19, he was 59. That meet-
ing began a long friendship, which 
included many visits to each other’s 
homes and in Jim’s case, his sharing 
of his love of friends and family, York 
Beach and the Nubble Light, the odd 
martini, his fellowship with the Lions, 
lobsters supplied by Fred, and visits to 
Flo’s Hot Dogs in the convertible. I con-
sider myself lucky to have had Jim as a 
friend and mentor, and I know many 
other Acacians feel the same way.

Like you all here, I have many stories 
of the great times spent with Jim. I 
know these memories will live with 
me for the rest of my life. And while I 
could spend the rest of the day shar-
ing these stories with you, above all 
I must tell you that Jim was the first 
person to demonstrate to me that true 
brotherhood has no regard for the 
differences we may have in age or 
geographic location.

Jim’s service to the Fraternity and to 
the community was formally recog-
nized with the Order of Pythagoras in 

1985, and with Acacia’s highest honor, 
the Award of Merit, in 1990. However, 
I believe Jim’s service to the fraternity 
can also be seen in the lives of the bro-
thers who were lucky enough to know 
him. Acacians will miss his smile, his 
voice, and his friendship dearly.

And so as we gather here today, to pay 
tribute to Jim, I am honored to recog-
nize his demonstration of brotherhood 
to all those he knew. Brotherhood has 
been, and always will be, one of the 
highest attributes of ancient and 
modern religion. We are saddened 
that our brother Jim has left us behind, 
as he goes on to be admitted to the 
Chapter Eternal. His presence among 
us was always inspiring and warm. 
His contributions to us individually 
and collectively were generous and 
unselfish. His devotion and respect 
were recognized by all who knew him 
as we did.

Acacia is a symbol of immortality. For 
centuries it has been emblematic of 
eternal life. Though we are now depriv-
ed of the physical presence of our bro-
ther Jim, each of us shall always carry 
his life within us. What he accomplish-
ed and stood for cannot be taken away. 
He stands now, as always, with his 
God, and for this we must be grateful.

Brother James Bieber, by your unfalter-
ing trust you have earned your rest and 
pleasant dreams. May the blessing of 
Heaven be ’round about you.

“So live, that when thy summons comes to join 
the innumerable caravan, which moves to that 
mysterious realm, where each shall take his 
chamber in the silent halls of death, thou go 
not like the quarry slave at night, scourged to 
his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed by an 
unfaltering trust; approach thy grave, like the 
one who wraps the drapery of his couch about 
him and lies down to pleasant dreams.”

 — Acacian’s Code
       Brother William Cullen Bryant

Arizona
Russell E. Denker 19
David Y. Grove 31

California
Robert A. Hyerle 403
Robert H. McKee 429

Central Oklahoma
Milton R. Keck 138

Cincinnati
Robert D. Reiman 112
Gerald A. Shiffer 289

Colorado
Deane M. Carter 465
Harold C. Wich 377

Cornell
Robert G. Keir 425

Illinois
Reid M. Antle 621
Kenneth H. Gordon 612

Indiana
David R. Day 510
Adrian L. LaFollette 153
James R. Watson 453
Lon Carlyle Woods 752

Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Jason R. Coleman 116

Iowa State
Donald G. Larson 437
Robert E. Proctor 314
Donald R. Vinson 498

Kansas
James E. Taylor 564

Miami of Ohio
Stanley C. Bohl 38
Richard E. Schmunk 35
Joseph T. Suhr 21

Michigan
Robert H. Reid 454
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Minnesota
Floyd E. Nelson 399

Missouri
William C. Scotten 529

Missouri School of Mines
William G. Weber 31

Nebraska
Donald R. Cunningham 509

New Hampshire
James E. Bieber 138

Ohio
Robert D. Beltz 162
Lewis W. Vaughn 3

Ohio State
Herbert S. Taylor 550

Oklahoma
Jack B. Sharp 413

Oregon State
Patrick D. Bright 778
Ian R. C. Duncan 377

Penn State
Stanley J. Kruger 361

Purdue
Clarence O. Eyer 701
John E. Sims 909
Edward L. Widener 541
Frederick L. Zimmerman 437

Rensselaer
Leslie J. Fisher 153
Lloyd A. Kelley 36

Southern California
George J. Mattes 8

Syracuse
Donald C. Vosburgh 269
Roger C. Witherell 271

Texas
Lawrence W. McConachie 539
Charles L. Stewart 466

UCLA
Everett E. Mann 47
John Barry Sloat 191

Washington State
Jack N. Pittis 296

Wisconsin
George V. Bowers 378
William H. Woods 495

William H. Woods
Wisconsin ’50

1923-2005

William H. “Woody” Woods, died on Septem-
ber 15, 2005. Born February 1, 1923, he grew 
up in Fond du Lac, WI. He served his country 
during World War II in Luxembourg and 
Belgium. Woody graduated from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin and received his Master’s 
degree in statistics and a Ph.D. in educational 
administration. Woody was instrumental in 
refounding Acacia on the Wisconsin campus. 
He recruited two of the refounding fathers 
while at the piano bar at the Concourse 
Hotel, and the rest is history. He managed 
the finances of the house during the critical 
years of the reformation of the chapter and 
its return to the chapter house at 222 Lang-
don Street. His selfless dedication to the 
Wisconsin Chapter was instrumental in keep-
ing the chapter alive during many difficult 
times. We have missed his fun loving spirit 
and his hilarious antics at alumni events for 
many years. He’ll always be remembered 
for his ability to make us laugh and for his 
dedicated work, which ensured the survival 
of Acacia Fraternity at Wisconsin. He was 
a great Acacian and a great man. Truly, he 
lived his life in accordance with the Acacian’s 
code, “ So live....”



Darold W. Larson,
Executive Director

Like most people, 
I have certain anni-
versaries, cele-
brations or life-

altering moments worthy of celebra-
tion — moments to take pause and 
reflect upon the life I’ve lived — birth-
days, my wedding anniversary and 
religious and national holidays come 
to mind. 

As Acacians, we have our ritual and 
history of the Fraternity that give us a 
common bond. Our founding date, 
May 12, 1904, our chapter’s chartering 
date and our induction into Acacia are 
all similar events we share.

An anniversary of sorts passed me by 
in May that I haven’t thought about in 
several years. I was reminded of it one 
night as I watched a show called Mega 
Disasters on the History Channel. This 
particular episode focused on the 
events surrounding the eruption of 
Mount St. Helens.

Viewing the Mount St. Helens episode 
reminded me of what an impact and 
life altering effect the eruption had on 
my life. My membership card and 
shingle state I was initiated on Febru-
ary 22, 1981, but my association with 
Acacia began at 8:32 a.m., Sunday, 
May 18, 1980.

The subsequent events surrounding 
the eruption led to my eventual mem-
bership in Acacia. Since I lived in a 
residence hall my freshman year, I 
wasn’t aware of the Greek traditions at 
Washington State. The most popular 
event in May for the WSU Greeks was a 

An Event Of Epic Proportions

cruise weekend on Lake Coeur d’Alene 
and I was invited to attend the Kappa 
Delta Sorority cruise. Around 2:30 p.m. 
the skies quickly darkened and ash be-
gan to fall. The grayish-white ash fell 
like snow on an 80-degree day. Four 
to six inches of volcanic ash quickly 
fell in northern Idaho shutting down 
all means of transportation. There I 
was stranded in Coeur d’Alene for 
three days — enter Acacia Fraternity. 
As it turned out, Acacia Fraternity was 
also having a spring cruise and a 
chance meeting occurred when I met 
up with an old friend and future Acacia 
brother, Joey Homans. Joey invited me 
over and our chance meeting became 
the perfect opportunity to meet the 
men whom I would eventually call 
my brothers.

It shouldn’t take an event of epic pro-
portions for one to join a fraternity. 

Yet by all accounts, that has indeed be-
come the case — or has it always been 
the case? History has proven that fra-
ternities’ greatest growth occurred 
after World War I, World War II and a 
social phenomenon, the movie Animal 
House. I know I would have joined a 
fraternity my freshman year in college, 
but nobody asked. Association profes-
sionals have categorized individuals 
into three main groups — always-, 
maybe- and never-joiners. Greeks do 
a good job bringing in the always-
joiners, but overlook the maybe-joiners. 

Our Leadership Consultants do an ex-
cellent job of teaching the right way 
to recruit, overcoming the objections 
and creating events conducive for 
joining. However, opportunities of 
growth in Acacia would exceed epic 
proportions with one simple rule, 
“You gotta ask!”
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Over 100 well-wishers, including undergraduates and their dates, alumni, parents and International Council 
members, joined together on May 6, 2006, at the Austin Hilton to celebrate the return of the Texas Chapter. 
Representing Acacia International Fraternity were International President David J. Allen, International First 
Vice President Barry F. Baxter, International Second Vice President Brian S. Downs, and International Treasurer 
Robert E. Roberson — as well as Executive Director Darold W. Larson, Assistant Executive Director Keith M. 
Bushey, Director of Expansion and Recruitment Robert Kameen, and Leadership Consultant Jarrod N. VanZant. 
Acacia Fraternity Foundation Board Member C.F.K. Cole was also in attendance.

Brother Allen was the event’s keynote speaker and also presented the charge. Brother Baxter joined in the 
presentation of the chapter’s original charter from 1916, which had been in safekeeping at Acacia head-
quarters, as well as a new charter commemorating the chapter’s refounding.

The Fraternity also honored Texas Chapter undergraduates Jacob Sloan and Robert York with their induction 
into the Order of Pythagoras for their achievements as officers and leaders during this most successful re-
colonization effort. The newly chartered body is the latest installment in Acacia’s long and distinguished 
history at The University of Texas at Austin. The Texas Chapter is going into the 2006-2007 school year with 
29 active members and a new address — the recently-renovated Acacia house just west of campus, which 
had been leased to other fraternities while Acacia was dormant.

Congratulations to
The Texas Chapter
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